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Better Ballots: 2006 NY Voter Education Guide.Eliot SpitzerParty: Democratic PartySalary: $179,000Election: General Election, November 7th 2006Race: Governor1. What are your views on Election Day registration in New York State?I support Election Day registration.  We need to make sure that citizens are given easy and openaccess to voting to ensure more competitive elections.2. What are your views on people in prison or on parole voting in New York State?I support the State’s current policy with respect to prohibiting convicted felons from voting whilethey are incarcerated.  However, I also support restoring the right to vote to parolees, who bydefinition have been deemed fit to return to society, and deserve the right to participate in theelectoral process.3. What are your views on the U.S. Census Bureau’s method of assigning residence toincarcerated people?I believe that for the purpose of drawing legislative districts in New York State, prisoners shouldbe classified as residents of their home communities rather than residents of the area where theyare incarcerated.  As Governor, I would reform this practice, so these New Yorkers can be morefairly represented.4. What are your views on the Rockefeller Drug Laws?As Governor, I will continue to support efforts to reform these laws. The Assembly’s bill is a stepin the right direction.  It helps address the unduly harsh impact of these laws on minoritycommunities and the extraordinary cost to the state of incarcerating non-violent, low-leveloffenders.5. How should the state or federal government address reentry for people who have completedtheir sentences and are seeking employment and/or housing?For reentry efforts to be effective, issues must be addressed while individuals are in prison,rather than beginning once they are released.  This requires that we provide real educational andjob training options during incarceration and that we engage in meaningful dischargeassessment and planning.6. What are your views on this contract between Verizon/MCI and the New York State Departmentof Correctional Services?I oppose such high charges for phone calls because they undercut efforts to maintain prisoners’connections with their families, which makes it more difficult for them to transition from prisonwhen these individuals eventually are released.  As Governor, I would reduce these charges.
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