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Did you know...

Over 40,300 New York City citizens were arrested in 2008 for marijuana possession, accounting for

more that 10% of all New York City arrests.

New York City spends up to $90 million a year on marijuana possession arrests, and nearly $900

million for the last decade.

Marijuana possession arrests are applied in a racist manner. Blacks and Latinos use marijuana at a
similar rate to whites and make up just 53% of New York City’s population; yet people of color

comprise 87% of those arrested for marijuana possession.

Background

In 1977, possession of marijuana up to 25 grams
was decriminalized, punishable by a $100 fine.
However, the law created a second provision of
marijuana possession: smoking marijuana in
public or having marijuana visible in public, a
class B misdemeanor and an arrestable offense.

Coupled with the NYPD's stop-and-frisk policy
which stopped over 531,000 people — 83%
comprising people of color in 2008 alone — the
marijuana arrest policy provides easy pickings for
the NYPD to make simple and clean arrests that
garner them overtime.

Marijuana possession arrests have
skyrocketed since 1996 even though marijuana
use rates have remained stable since the 1970s

- From 1985 to 1996, there were 35,700 arrests
for marijuana possession in New York City

- From 1997 to 2008, there were 430,000
arrests for marijuana possession in New
York City —a more than 12-fold increase.

- In 2008, 40,300 people were arrested for
marijuana possession alone

Marijuana Possession Arrests of Whites, Latinos and Blacks
in Two Twelve Year Periods in New York City,
1985-1996 and 1997-2008
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From 1997 to 2008, New York City
and the NYPD made twelve times
more pot possession arrests than
from 1985 to 1996.

Blacks and Latinos are 53% of NY
City's population but 86% of the
people arrested for pot. Whites are
over 35% of New Yorkers, but less
than 12% of pot arrestees are
white.

LS. government surveys consis-
tently find that young whites use pot
at higher rates than blacks or Lati-
nos. But NY City has been arrest-
ing blacks and Latinos at much
higher rates than whites.

‘ 35,700 total arrests in 85-96 ‘

430,000 total arrests in 97-08 |

Blacks:
230,000 arrests
53% of pot arrests

26% of NYC pop

Latinos:
141,000 arrests
33% of pot arrests
27% of NYC pop

Whites: 50,500 arrests
12% of pot arrests
35% of NYC pop

1985-1996

MAYORS: Koch 5 years,
Dinkins 4 years, Giuliani 3 years

1997-2008

MAYORS: Giuliani 5 years,
Bloomberg 7 years

Source: New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services. Computerized Criminal History System (June
2009). Includes all fingerprintable misdemeanor arrests for NY'S Penal Law Article 221.10 as the most serious
charge m an arrest event. Ages 16 and older. This shows only the lowest-level misdemeanor arrests.

The police play a role in enhancing public safety, but studies also suggest that marijuana possession
arrests do nothing to bring down crime. These arrests cost taxpayers $90 million a year; generate an
uncalculated social and economic cost for those arrested; and forces thousands of young men of color
into the system, where they are fingerprinted, photographed, and increasingly submitting DNA samples.

Want to know more? Contact Evan Goldstein at egoldstein@drugpolicy.org, or 212.613.8038

All statistics taken from Levine, Harry G., and Deborah Peterson Small. Marijuana Arrests Crusade, Racial Bias and Police Policy in New York City: 1997 —

2007. New York Civil Liberties Union. April 2008.
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Sabias que...

El afio pasado aproximadamente 40.300 ciudadanos neoyorquinos fueron detenidos por posesion de marihuana.

La ciudad de Nueva York gasta anualmente hasta 90 millones de dolares en detenciones por posesion de

marihuana, lo que en la tltima década representd un costo de casi 900 millones de dolares.

Las detenciones por posesion de marihuana se realizan de forma racista. Si bien el indice de consumo de
marihuana por los negros y latinos es similar al de los blancos y constituir solamente 53% de la poblacién de la

ciudad, la gente de color representa el 87% de las detenciones por posesion de marihuana.
Detenciones en NY por posesion de marihuana en 24 afios

Informacion historica

Aunque la posesién de hasta 25 gramos de marihuana con
la imposicion de una multa de hasta $100 fue
despenalizada en 1977, la ley establecié una segunda
categoria para esta infraccion: el consumo de marihuana
en la via publica o su posesion publica, un delito menor
de clase B por cual el infractor puede ser detenido.

Ademas de las normas de detencidn y cacheo del
Departamento de Policia de Nueva York, que genero la
detencién de mas de 531.000 personas en 2008 (el 83%
de las cuales era gente de color) la politica de detenciones
por posesion de marihuana proporciona a la policia
neoyorquina la oportunidad de efectuar detenciones
sencillas y faciles que se van acumulando con el paso del
tiempo.

Las detenciones por posesion de marihuana han
aumentado de forma impresionante a partir de 1996,
aunque los indices de consumo contintan estables desde
la década de 1970.

- Entre 1985 y 1996 se realizaron 35.700 detenciones por
posesién de marihuana en la ciudad de Nueva York.

- Entre 1997 y 2008 se efectuaron 430.000 detenciones
por posesion de marijuana en la ciudad de Nueva York,
lo cual significa un aumento de mas de 12 veces.

- 40.300 personas fueron detenidas por posesion de marihuana en 2008.
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From 1997 to 2008, New York City
and the NYPD made twelve fimes
more pot possession arrests than
from 1985 to 1996.

Blacks and Latinos are 53% of NY
City's population but 86% of the
people arrested for pot. Whites are
over 35% of New Yorkers, but less
than 12% of pot amestees are
white.

US government surveys consis-
tently find that young whites use pot
at higher rates than blacks or Lati-
nos. But NY City has been arrest-
ing blacks and Lafinos at much
higher rates than whites

‘ 35,700 total arrests in 85-96 |

430,000 total arrests in 97-08 ‘

Blacks:
230,000 arrests
53% of pot arrests
26% of NYC pop

Latinos:
141,000 arrests
33% of pot arrests
27% of NYC pop

Whites: 50,500 arrests
12% of pot arrests
35% of NYC pop

1985-1996

MAYORS: Koch 5 years,
Dinkins 4 years, Giuliani 3 years

1997-2008

MAYORS: Giuliani 5 years,
Bloomberg 7 years

Source: New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, Computerized Criminal History System (June
2009). Includes all fingerprintable misdemeanor arrests for NYS Penal Law Article 221.10 as the most serious
charge in an arrest event. Ages 16 and older. This shows only the lowest-level misdemeanor arrests

Si bien las fuerzas policiacas tienen su papel en el fortalecimiento de la seguridad publica, determinados estudios
indican que las detenciones por posesion de marihuana no generan una disminucion de los indices de
delincuencia. Dichas detenciones representan un costo anual de 90 millones de délares para los contribuyentes,
implican un costo socioecondmico incalculable para los detenidos y obligan a miles de hombres jévenes de color a
ingresar al sistema en donde se les toman fotografias y huellas digitales, y cada vez en mayor medida se los somete a

pruebas de ADN.

Los datos estadisticos provienen de la publicacién Marijuana Arrests Crusade, Racial Bias and Police Policy in New York City: 1997-2007, Levine, Harry G. y

Deborah Peterson Small., New York Civil Liberties Union. Abril de 2008.

¢Quiere saber mas? Poganse en contacto con Rafael Mutis
7 Vecindarios Asociados Para la Accion (SNAP) | stopdawar@yahoo.com | 718-676-1669
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