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Repeal Rockeféller Drug Laws

Thank you for taking the time to listéfi to tis on this important ,iésue.

Although there are several reforms thit I Would Hke to see liriplemented in ths
crittiinal justice system, ane of the first I would attack aré‘thé harsh liSCkefeller drug
laws; As a Hispani¢ wothan who grew up iti otie 6f New York City's Wworst ghettos; |
recall the constant stredin of dtug dealers in iy figighborttood. AlthSﬁgh breaking the
law; most of these folks were non-violent uséts who sought their e§c’51’5é from reality Ih a
cellophane bag. In 1973; when Governor Rockeibller sigfied into law the Rockefellt
dmé laws it more than tripled the prison pofitilativh. Furthermore, ﬁi&j.ét of those
receiving the harsh $entehces are not the drdg bosses who generally are careful not {6
cottfe into contact with the polson they distﬂﬁuté; Lastly; these laws §élidify the baked in
racl$m which is already presefit in our crimitial jitstice system. For iﬁé'tance, in Newl

Yotk State, the majotity of pgople who use atid 8€1l drugs are whité, yet 92% of drug
offériders in prison here are either Afrcan Afheficin or Litino.

It costs mora than $36,000 a yéar t keafl an inmate in the sta"té_; prison systei; yet
.mét-.ﬁods such as rehabilitatiofi tenters cost between $17 aiid $21,000 ?early.
Futthermore, accordihg to a 3006 ACLU report, African Americans make up 15 perdent
of 'fifug users, but aceotiit for 37 percett of thossé irrested on drug cﬁﬁfges, 59 percéfit of
thode convicted, and 74 percent of all drug 6fferidérs sentshced fo pnson Public opiﬂiog
shold also count fof what a sotlety sees as jiist liiws.. Atcording to éabriel Sayeghi; 4
préjéct director at the Drug Pélicy Alliance iti Néw York City, "liecéﬁ_t polls show that

nedirly 80 percent of New Yorkers believe ths Rickefellor Drug Laws should be




repealed.” 1 couldn’t find a poll done in Rochestet, but I khow an oldér African
Atfigrican gentleman in my nsighborhood whio did 15 yedts in prisoni under the
Rockefeller Drug Laws. He is a sweet, yet Boketi man. 1 believe thiit he would havé

besi better served ifi our conittinity through refigbilitatios,

Let me make it ¢lear tiat T do not coﬁ_ﬁieﬁé the use or sale of drigs. Tknow
firsthand the harmful effects of drugs and the destfuction it causes. ﬁtiwveve‘:r, I belige
that iore education, hot prisafis is the answer., 1Believe that we néeii to treat the
sytiiptoms that encourage the sale and use of drtigs. For ifistance, let's combat povetty,

: prdfiide a living wags for workers, institute Hihivéfsal hegﬂth care, aid educate our
chifdren in a manner that will &nable them (o cotfipete in today's world. Many peoplé
will argue that you fiust curb the supply of diugs: I believe that is the essence of thé War
on dfugs. Instead, I thitik youl fiust work ofi the démand it the sariie fime. It is
unfGttunate, but most of our séeiety has coriié infé contast with drags in one form of
another. Itis unjust to pive sich harsh manddtoiy sentericés without &ven consideriti§ the
pefson or the circutistatices. Finally, any 14w thit has such negati%za éénsequences oft

just one segment of our population needs to Be efidicated. Thank v,




