
Initiative Measure to be Submitted Directly to the Voters

The Oakland city attorney has prepared the following title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the
proposed measure:

Title: Cannabis Regulation -- An Ordinance that Would Require that the City (1) Establish a
System to License, Tax, and Regulate Cannabis (Marijuana) Sales As Soon as Possible under
California Law; (2) Create a Committee to Oversee the Ordinance's Implementation and
Disbursement of Revenue from Licensing and Taxation of Businesses that Sell Cannabis; (3)
Adopt Law Enforcement Policies Related to Cannabis; and (4) Advocate for Changes in Laws to
Support Implementation and Goals of the Ordinance.

Summary:  This proposed ordinance would require that the City of Oakland establish a system to
license, tax, and regulate cannabis for adult use as soon as possible under California law and adopt
regulations regarding licensing and taxation of businesses that sell cannabis.  The proposed ordinance
makes investigation, citation, and arrest for private adult cannabis offenses Oakland's lowest law
enforcement priority.

The proposed ordinance would require that the City create an eleven (11) member committee to
oversee the implementation of the ordinance.  The Committee's responsibilities include (1) ensuring
timely implementation of the ordinance's provisions and (2) overseeing disbursement of revenues
generated from licensing, regulation and taxation of licensed cannabis businesses to ensure that revenues
are spent on city services such as schools, libraries and youth programs.

The ordinance also requires that the City advocate for changes in state and other laws that would
allow taxation and regulation of cannabis and end prosecution, arrest, investigation and imprisonment for
adult, private cannabis offenses.

Notice to the public:  This petition may be circulated by a paid signature gatherer or a volunteer.   You have the right
to ask.  The use of your signature for any purpose other than qualification of this measure for the ballot is a
misdemeanor. Complaints about the misuse of your signature may be made to the Secretary of State's office.

Signer: Please sign and print full name and address as registered to vote.
All signers of this petition must be registered to vote in Oakland, California.

This column for
official use only.
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The Oakland city attorney has prepared the following title and summary of the chief purpose and points of
the proposed measure:

Title: Cannabis Regulation -- An Ordinance that Would Require that the City (1) Establish a
System to License, Tax, and Regulate Cannabis (Marijuana) Sales As Soon as Possible under
California Law; (2) Create a Committee to Oversee the Ordinance's Implementation and
Disbursement of Revenue from Licensing and Taxation of Businesses that Sell Cannabis; (3)
Adopt Law Enforcement Policies Related to Cannabis; and (4) Advocate for Changes in Laws to
Support Implementation and Goals of the Ordinance.

Summary:  This proposed ordinance would require that the City of Oakland establish a system to license, tax, and
regulate cannabis for adult use as soon as possible under California law and adopt regulations regarding licensing and taxation of
businesses that sell cannabis.  The proposed ordinance makes investigation, citation, and arrest for private adult cannabis offenses
Oakland's lowest law enforcement priority.

The proposed ordinance would require that the City create an eleven (11) member committee to oversee the
implementation of the ordinance.  The Committee's responsibilities include (1) ensuring timely implementation of the ordinance's
provisions and (2) overseeing disbursement of revenues generated from licensing, regulation and taxation of licensed cannabis
businesses to ensure that revenues are spent on city services such as schools, libraries and youth programs.

The ordinance also requires that the City advocate for changes in state and other laws that would allow taxation and
regulation of cannabis and end prosecution, arrest, investigation and imprisonment for adult, private cannabis offenses.

Oakland Cannabis Regulation and Revenue Ordinance
Section 1:  TITLE
Oakland Cannabis Regulation and Revenue Ordinance
Section 2:  FINDINGS
The people of Oakland, California find as follows:
WHEREAS it is a goal of the people of Oakland to keep drugs off the streets and away from children, and to eliminate street
dealing and violent crime; and
WHEREAS each year California spends over $150 million enforcing cannabis (marijuana) laws, expending valuable law
enforcement resources that would be better spent on fighting violent and serious crimes; and
WHEREAS medical and governmental studies have consistently found cannabis to be less dangerous than alcohol, tobacco and
other drugs; and
WHEREAS otherwise law-abiding adults are being arrested or imprisoned for nonviolent cannabis offenses, clogging our courts
and jails; and
WHEREAS controlling and regulating cannabis so that it is only sold by licensed businesses would undermine the hold of street
dealers on our neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS in the face of the severe state and local budget crises, the revenues from taxing and licensing cannabis would help
fund vital Oakland city services; and
WHEREAS the current laws against cannabis have needlessly harmed patients who need it for medical purposes, and impeded
the development of hemp for fiber, oil, and other industrial purposes; and
WHEREAS it is the hope of the people of Oakland that there will be state and federal law reform that will eliminate the
problems and costs caused by cannabis prohibition;

THEREFORE the people of the City of Oakland do hereby enact the following ordinance establishing the cannabis policy of the
city.

Section 3:  DEFINITION
"Cannabis" - Means "marijuana" as currently defined in California Health & Safety Code Section 11018.

Section 4:  PURPOSE
The purpose of this ordinance is:

a) To direct the City of Oakland to tax and regulate the sale of cannabis for adult use, so as to keep it off the streets and away
from children and to raise revenue for the city, as soon as possible under state law.
b) To direct the Oakland Police Department to make investigation, citation, and arrest for private adult cannabis offenses the
lowest law enforcement priority, effective immediately upon passage of this ordinance.
c) To advocate for changes in state law (and at other levels as necessary) to authorize the taxation and regulation of cannabis and
eliminate criminal penalties for private, adult cannabis use.

Section 5:  REGULATION
The City of Oakland shall establish a system to license, tax and regulate cannabis for adult use as soon as possible under
California law. At that time, the City Council shall promulgate regulations that include, but are not limited to, the following
provisions consistent with California law:

a) The sale and distribution to minors will be strictly prohibited;
b) The city shall establish a licensing system for cannabis businesses, with regulations to assure good business practices,
compliance with health and safety standards, access for persons with disabilities, and nuisance abatement;



c)  Minors shall not be permitted in areas where cannabis is sold, nor shall minors be employed by licensed cannabis businesses;
d) No business licensed to sell cannabis will be located within 600 feet of a school;
e) Cannabis businesses shall be required to pay taxes and licensing fees;
f) The public advertising of cannabis through television, radio, or billboards will be prohibited; and
g) Onsite consumption shall be licensed so as to keep cannabis off the streets and away from children, subject to reasonable air
quality standards.

Section 6:  LOWEST LAW ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

a) The Oakland Police Department shall make investigation, citation, and arrest for private adult cannabis offenses Oakland's
lowest law enforcement priority.
b) This "lowest law enforcement priority" policy shall not apply to distribution of cannabis to minors, distribution or
consumption of cannabis on streets or other public places, or motor vehicle violations.

Section 7:  COMMUNITY OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

A Community Oversight Committee shall be appointed to oversee the implementation of the Oakland Cannabis Regulation and
Revenue Ordinance.  The Committee will be composed of:
1 community member appointed by each member of the Oakland City Council,
1 community member appointed by the Mayor of Oakland,
1 representative of the Oakland City Auditor,
1 representative of the Oakland City Manager.

Responsibilities of the Committee shall include:

a) Ensure timely implementation of this ordinance;
b) Oversee the implementation of the Lowest Law Enforcement Priority policy;
c) Make recommendations to the Oakland City Council regarding appropriate regulations, in accordance with Section 5 above;
d) Oversee the disbursement of revenues generated through the sale of cannabis by licensed cannabis businesses to ensure that
funds go to vital city services such as schools, libraries and youth programs; and
e) Report annually to the Council on implementation of this ordinance.

Section 8:  ADVOCACY FOR LEGISLATIVE REFORM

The City of Oakland shall advocate, through its lobbyist and other city officers, for changes to state law (and laws at other levels
of government as necessary) to support the goals and implementation of this ordinance.  Legislative changes to be advocated
include:

a) Allow for the taxation and regulation of cannabis for adults;
b) Grant local control to cities and counties to license and regulate cannabis businesses, and collect appropriate fees and/or taxes;
and
c) End the prosecution, arrest, investigation and imprisonment for adult, private cannabis offenses.

Section 9:  SEVERABILITY
If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the
ordinance and the application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition

Notice is hereby given by the person whose name appears below of the intention to circulate the petition within
the City of Oakland for the purpose of establishing public policy regarding cannabis.  A statement of the
reasons of the proposed action as contemplated in the petition is as follows:

Oakland Cannabis Regulation and Revenue Ordinance
This ordinance directs the city to support changes in public policy regarding cannabis (marijuana), with the aim of
regulating, licensing and taxing cannabis sales to adults and ending criminal prohibition against private adult use. 
The purpose of this ordinance is to reduce law enforcement costs, eliminate criminal traffickers, keep cannabis off
the streets and away from children, and raise much-needed revenue for the city.

In specific, this ordinance directs the city to:
(1) Establish a system to license, tax and regulate cannabis for adult use as soon as possible consistent with
California law, with regulations to prevent access by minors,  require good business practices and health and safety
standards, prohibit sales near schools, limit public advertising, and license on-site consumption.
(2) Make investigation, arrest, prosecution and imprisonment for private, adult cannabis offenses lowest law
enforcement priority, while continuing to enforce violations involving distribution to children, street sales and use,
operation of motor vehicles, etc.
(3) Create a community oversight committee to monitor implementation of the ordinance and to oversee
disbursement of funds raised through cannabis fees and taxes to ensure that they are being spent properly.
(4) Lobby the state and federal government for changes in law to allow Oakland and other communities to tax and
license cannabis.



(4) Lobby the state and federal government for changes in law to allow Oakland and other communities to tax and
license cannabis.

Signed: Dale Gieringer

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Declaration of Circulation

(To be completed in circulator’s own hand after signatures have been obtained. Must be completed!)

I, _________________________________, declare that I am a voter of the city, and that I circulated this petition
              Print Full Name of Circulator Including Middle Initial

section, and that I witnessed each of the appended signatures being written.  To the best of my information and
belief, each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be.  All signatures to this
petition section were obtained between ______________, 2004, and _____________, 2004.  My residence address
at the time of execution of this      Month and Day                    Month and Day

affidavit is:_ ________________________________________________________________________________
Print Residence Address of Circulator City & State Zip Code

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on: ________________ at ______________________.

Date of Signing                   Place of Signing by Circulator

______________________________________________________________
Signature of Circulator Exactly as Printed Above Including Middle Initial

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Once completed, please initial and return all pages of this petition to:

OCLA, 1714 Franklin St, #100-118. Oakland, CA 94612.

Please be sure to sign the Declaration of Circulation.

All petitions must be mailed no later than June 15th, 2004.

If you have some signatures, and do not think you will get more, please send in what you have!

For more info visit: www.taxandregulate.org

Campaign Headquarters: 510-268-3227

Volunteers Needed!

 Please email me info on how I can help: ________________________________


