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 asha bandele, Director, Advocacy Grants Program,  

Drug Policy Alliance 
 asha bandele directs the Advocacy Grants program at the 

Drug Policy Alliance, an initiative that funds organizations ded-
icated to reforming drug policy through education and activ-
ism. bandele has published a wide range of stories in outlets 
as diverse as The New York Times, Family Circle, Essence 
and Vibe, among others. bandele is the author of four books 
including the award-winning memoir, The Prisoner’s Wife, and 
recently finished her fifth, another memoir about raising a child 
who has an incarcerated parent.

 Karima Amin, Founder/Director, Prisoners Are  
People Too, Inc

 Karima Amin is the Founder/Director of Prisoners Are People 
Too, Inc., Co-Chairperson of the Erie County Prisoners Rights 
Coalition, and a member of the Erie County Community  
Corrections Advisory Board. She serves as a dedicated 
advocate for prisoners and their families and for formerly 
incarcerated people. Founded in 2005, incorporated in 2011, 
Prisoners Are People Too, Inc. educates the community about 
issues surrounding criminal justice, prison reform and the 
challenges of reentry. It provides networking opportunities, 
referrals to service providers, and encouragement for com-
munity building and action organizing. 

 Nuno Capaz, Vice President of the Dissuasion  
Commission of Lisbon, Portuguese Ministry of Health

 Nuno Capaz has been working for the Portuguese Ministry of 
Health’s Dissuasion Boards since they were created in 2001. 
These Boards were created to apply Portugal’s groundbreak-
ing law passed in 2000 decriminalizing all drug use. As such, 
he is a member of an interdisciplinary team that evaluates 
drug users. He has also been in charge of correspondence 
with foreign delegations seeking information and research 
about the Portuguese model for drug policy.

 Soffiyah Elijah, Executive Director of the Correctional  
Association of New York

 Soffiyah Elijah, Executive Director of the Correctional  
Association of New York, is an accomplished advocate, at-
torney, scholar and educator. Soffiyah is the first woman and 
person of color to lead the 169 year old organization in its mis-
sion to create a fairer, more humane criminal justice system. 
As the former Deputy Director and a Clinical Instructor at the 
Criminal Justice Institute of Harvard Law School, Soffiyah has 
practiced criminal and family law for over 30 years. 

 Elizabeth Glazer, Deputy Secretary for Public Safety,  
New York 

 Elizabeth Glazer is the Deputy Secretary for Public Safety to 
the Governor of New York State. She previously served as 
Chair of the New York State Juvenile Justice Advisory Group 
and as Special Counsel to the New York State Attorney  
General. Before coming to state government, Ms. Glazer held 
a number of senior positions at both the federal and local lev-
els, implementing crime control and prevention strategies. She 
served in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern 
District of New York, successively as the Chief of Organized 
Crime, Violent Gangs and Crime Control Strategies sections.

 Svante Myrick, Mayor of Ithaca, New York 
 Svante L. Myrick is the City of Ithaca’s youngest mayor and  

the city’s first mayor of color. Svante was first elected to the 
Common Council at the age of 20 while still a junior at  
Cornell University. Since being sworn in January 2012, his  
active advocacy in Albany, and in Washington D.C., has result-
ed in over $20 million of grants and awards from the State and 
Federal government. Mayor Myrick dramatically decreased 
the $3 million deficit he inherited by merging departments and 
streamlining processes while delivering the lowest tax increase 
in the City of Ithaca since the year 2000. Svante continues to 
press for economic growth in the City and has renewed the 
City’s focus on combating violent crime.

 Crystal Peoples-Stokes, NYS Assemblymember – Buffalo 
 Assemblywoman Crystal Peoples-Stokes, a former Educator, 

Community Organizer, and Administrator, now represents the 
Assembly’s 141st District, serving as Chair of the Task Force 
on Food, Farm and Nutrition and Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of MWBEs. She is a member of numerous other 
committees and serves on the NYS Women’s Legislative  
Caucus and Black, Puerto Rican, & Asian Legislative Caucus, 
and supports numerous local organizations. Most recently, 
Assm. Peoples-Stokes was appointed to Governor Cuomo’s 
MWBE Executive Taskforce. 

 Christopher St. John, Producer, The House I Live In
 Christopher St. John is an award-winning producer with broad 

experience in print, broadcast and documentary. Starting 
his production career at ABC News, he contributed to Good 
Morning America, 20/20 and Primetime. After turning to docu-
mentary, Christopher co-produced FREAKONOMICS, and the 
Emmy award-winning REAGAN. Most recently, he produced 
THE HOUSE I LIVE IN, which won the 2012 Sundance Grand 
Jury Prize. He has also worked as Southeast Asia regional  
correspondent for a number of international publications. 
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 Robert Granfield, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology and  

Director of the Strategic Strength in Civic Engagement 
and Public Policy, State University of New York at Buffalo

 In 2010, Robert Granfield was the Fulbright Research Chair 
in International Humanitarian Law and Social Justice at the 
University of Ottawa and has been a principal investigator on 
numerous research grants in the areas of law, addiction, pre-
vention, and treatment. He is the author of numerous articles 
and books including Coming Clean: Overcoming Addiction 
without Treatment (New York University Press) and Recovery 
From Addiction: A Practical Guide to Treatment Self-Help and 
Quitting on your Own (New York University Press).

 gabriel sayegh, State Director, New York,  
Drug Policy Alliance

 gabriel sayegh is the director of the Drug Policy Alliance’s 
New York policy office. sayegh and his team work in New  
York City and across the state, partnering with community 
organizing groups, human service agencies, and researchers 
to advance drug policies that are guided by science, com-
passion, health, racial justice and human rights. 

 asha bandele, Director, Advocacy Grants Program,  
Drug Policy Alliance 
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 Crystal Peoples-Stokes, NYS Assemblymember – Buffalo 
 Assemblywoman Crystal Peoples-Stokes, a former Educator, 

Community Organizer, and Administrator, now represents the 
Assembly’s 141st District, serving as Chair of the Task Force 
on Food, Farm and Nutrition and Chair of the Subcommittee 
on Oversight of MWBEs. She is a member of numerous other 
committees and serves on the NYS Women’s Legislative  
Caucus and Black, Puerto Rican, & Asian Legislative Caucus, 
and supports numerous local organizations. Most recently, 
Assm. Peoples-Stokes was appointed to Governor Cuomo’s 
MWBE Executive Taskforce. 

 Elizabeth Glazer, Deputy Secretary for Public Safety,  
New York 

 Elizabeth Glazer is the Deputy Secretary for Public Safety to 
the Governor of New York State. She previously served as 
Chair of the New York State Juvenile Justice Advisory Group 
and as Special Counsel to the New York State Attorney  
General. Before coming to state government, Ms. Glazer held 
a number of senior positions at both the federal and local lev-
els, implementing crime control and prevention strategies. She 
served in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern 
District of New York, successively as the Chief of Organized 
Crime, Violent Gangs and Crime Control Strategies sections.

 Lynn Kozlowski, Ph.D., Professor of Community Health 
and Health Behavior and Dean of the School of Public 
Health and Health Professions, University at Buffalo

 Lynn Kozlowski (Ph.D., Psychology, Columbia University, 
1975) was Head of Behavioral Research on Tobacco Use 
at the Addiction Research Foundation, Toronto, Ontario. He 
also was Professor and Head of Department of Biobehavioral 
Health at Penn State. Currently he is Professor of Community 
Health and Health Behavior and Dean of the School of Public 
Health and Health Professions at the University at Buffalo. 
He is a Senior Editor for Addiction and Associate Editor for 
Tobacco Control. 

 Errol Meidinger, Director of the Baldy Center for Law and 
Social Policy; Professor, SUNY Buffalo Law

 Errol Meidinger is a professor of law at the SUNY Buffalo  
Law School where he also serves as director of the Baldy  
Center for Law and Social Policy. Much of his current research 
focuses on efforts to use “supra-governmental” regulatory 
systems, such as environmental certification and fair labor 
standards programs, to improve the social and environmental 
performance of business organizations. He is also writing on 
the subjects of “soft law,” global regulation, and recent efforts 
to change the implementation of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

 Ruth Finkelstein, ScD, Senior Vice President for Policy and 
Planning, The New York Academy of Medicine

 Ruth Finkelstein, ScD directs policy initiatives to improve 
population health, particularly among vulnerable populations. 
Dr. Finkelstein has over thirty years experience working in 

the policy and advocacy arenas to remove barriers to health 
access and conducting research and evaluation on HIV/AIDS 
and drug treatment programs. Most recently, she worked with 
the Drug Policy Alliance to develop a statewide Blueprint for 
a Public Health & Safety Approach to Drug Policy based on 
community consultations and policy research. 

 
 Pastor James Giles, President and CEO, Back to Basics 

Outreach Ministries, Inc.
 Pastor Giles is founder and director of Back to Basic Ministries. 

Pastor Giles has helped create counseling strategies to assist 
individuals with substance abuse problems and developed 
many programs, including for supportive living for the home-
less and those coming out of rehab, a Courts Program to work 
with individuals who have committed minor offenses that de-
serve constructive programming as opposed to incarceration, 
and a jobs training program for those that were in recovery and 
returning from prison. 

 Alison Holcomb, Author of Initiative 502 and Drug Policy 
Director, ACLU of Washington State

 Alison Holcomb is ACLU of Washington’s Drug Policy  
Director. She authored, and directed the campaign for, mari-
juana regulation Initiative 502. Her work also supported  
legislative improvements to Washington’s medical marijuana 
law and adoption of a 911 Good Samaritan overdose preven-
tion bill.  Before joining the ACLU in 2006, Alison practiced as 
a trial attorney for thirteen years. She received her B.A. from 
Stanford University and her J.D. from the University of  
Washington School of Law.

 Kenneth E. Leonard, Ph.D., Director, Research Institute on 
Addictions and Professor of Psychiatry, Department of 
Psychiatry, University at Buffalo 

 Kenneth Leonard is the Director of the Research Institute on 
Addictions at the University at Buffalo. He received his Ph.D. 
in clinical psychology from Kent State University and postdoc-
toral training at the University of Pittsburgh. He is a Fellow and 
former President of Division 50 (Addictions) in the American 
Psychological Association. Dr. Leonard’s research focuses on 
1) the relationship between interpersonal/family processes and 
substance abuse and 2) the influences of alcohol and drugs 
on violence.

 Jerry Otero, Lead Parent Support Specialist,  
Partnership at Drugfree.org 

 Jerry Otero has extensive direct clinical and supervisory 
experience in the child welfare, mental health, educational, 
and addictive disorders treatment fields, and is currently the 
lead parent support specialist for the Partnership at Drugfree.
org. He is the founder of Cre8tive YouTH*ink LTD, a nonprofit 
creative arts youth development organization, and spent four 
years at the New York City Department of Education, supervis-
ing high school drug prevention programs in Brooklyn, NY.  
He earned his master’s degree in Clinical Psychology at  
Adelphi University.
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 Craig Reinarman, Ph.D., Professor, Departments of  
Sociology and Legal Studies, University of California, 
Santa Cruz

 Craig Reinarman is Professor of Sociology and Legal Studies 
at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He has been a Visit-
ing Scholar at the Center for Drug Research at the University 
of Amsterdam and a principal investigator on research grants 
from the National Institute of Drug Abuse. He is the author of 
American States of Mind (Yale University Press) and co-author 
of Cocaine Changes (Temple University Press), and Crack in 
America (University of California Press).

 
 David Soares, Albany County District Attorney 
 P. David Soares is currently serving his third term as Albany 

County District Attorney. Since taking office in 2005, David has 
brought “One Standard of Justice” to Albany County by hold-
ing offenders accountable regardless of their station. He leads 
an office that is Tough on Crime and Smart on Prevention. 
In partnership with local, state, and federal law enforcement 
agencies, DA Soares has been successful in both fighting 
crime and building hope in Albany County.

 R. Lorraine Collins, Ph.D., Professor, Department of  
Community Health and Health Behavior Associate Dean 
for Research School of Public Health and Health  
Professions, University at Buffalo

 Dr. R. Lorraine Collins is the Associate Dean for Research 
and Professor of Community Health and Health Behavior in 
UB’s School of Public Health and Health Professions. From 
1986 through 2007, she was a Senior Research Scientist at 
UB’s Research Institute on Addictions (RIA). She has served 
on several NIH review committees and on two NIH Advisory 
Councils. Dr. Collins has a 25-year history of serving as the 
PI on numerous NIH-funded (NIDA, NIAAA) grants that focus 
on understanding the antecedents and consequences of 
substance use by young-adults. 

 Tracy Pugh, MHS, Policy Associate, Division of Health 
Policy, The New York Academy of Medicine 

  Tracy Pugh is a policy associate at The New York Academy 
of Medicine. She works in the area of health disparities on 
drug policy and incarceration-related issues. Tracy assisted 
in the development of the newly released report co-produced 
by NYAM and the Drug Policy Alliance - Blueprint for a Public 
Health & Safety Approach to Drug Policy. Informed by com-
munities, the Blueprint presents a roadmap for a new, effective 
approach to drugs in New York.

 Nathan Hare, Executive Director, Community Action  
Organization of Erie County

 Nathan is the Executive Director of the Community Action  
Organization of Erie County, where he has initiated a new  
system of service for youth, entitled Neighborhoods United  
for Restoration Teaching Upliftment Recreation and  
Education (N.U.R.T.U.R.E.), A REVITALIZED neighborhood 
Services Department and a Family Development Program. 
He has been involved in some aspect of youth employment, 
youth training and education, foster care, or juvenile justice for 
nearly 30 years. Nathan is a noted scholar and teacher of both  
Christian education and classical African history and culture. 

 Dessa Bergen-Cico, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in the  
Department of Public Health, Syracuse University 

 Dessa Bergen-Cico, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Public Health at Syracuse University and a  
Certified Addiction Specialist. She teaches and conducts 
research on the nexus of politics, violence, and drug policy; 
substance use and addictive behaviors; and mindfulness 
based stress reduction. Dr. Bergen-Cico is the author of  
the 2012 book War and Drugs: The Role of Military Conflict  
in the Development of Substance Abuse and numerous  
scholarly publications.

 Marilyn Scales, VOCAL New York leader and Community 
Public Health Worker, New York Harm Reduction Educators

 Marilyn Scales became a victim of the drug war when she 
was sent to New York State prison in 1995 for low-level, street 
drug sales. She sold drugs to support her habit and had never 
heard of harm reduction. Today, Marilyn is a community leader 
advocating for policy change and providing syringe exchange, 
condom distribution and public health education in the com-
munities she used to frequent as a drug user. Marilyn is a 
mother and grandmother, born and raised in the soundview 
section of the Bronx. 

 Julie Netherland, Deputy State Director, New York, Drug 
Policy Alliance

 Julie Netherland, PhD, is the Deputy State Director for the  
New York Office of the Drug Policy Alliance. Previously, she 
served as Deputy Director of Health Policy at the New York 
Academy of Medicine. In 2011, she completed her PhD in 
Sociology at CUNY-Graduate Center, focusing on the role of 
addiction pharmaceuticals in shaping understandings of ad-
diction. Dr. Netherland is the editor of the recently published 
Critical Perspectives on Addiction (Emerald Press, 2012). 

 Patricia Erickson, Ph.D., Department of Sociology and Cen-
tre of Criminology, University of Toronto

 Patricia Erickson, Ph.D., is a Professor of Sociology and Crimi-
nology at the University of Toronto and Scientist Emerita with 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. She is the author 
or editor of about 150 articles, chapters, books and mono-
graphs. Her long-standing interests focus on illicit drug use, 
harm reduction and drug policy, and she has made many pre-
sentations nationally and internationally on this research and its 
policy implications. Current research focuses on normalization 
of cannabis use in adult and student populations.

 Peter Christ, Captain (retired), Town of Tonawanda  
Police Department, Co-Founder of Law Enforcement 
Against Prohibition 

 Captain Christ retired after 20 years of law enforcement and 
immediately began speaking out against the War on Drugs. 
He co-founded Law Enforcement Against Prohibition which 
arguably has become the reform movement’s strongest arm in 
public outreach. Peter and others have led the way with more 
than 7500 presentations ranging from civic clubs to national 
conventions. His style of delivery reminds his audience of the 
down-home common-sense of Will Rogers.  
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 Maurice Lacey, LMSW, MS Ed. CASAC, Ph. D. Candidate, 
Executive Director, Faith Mission Crisis Center; Fordham 
University School of Social Work 

 Maurice Lacey is the Executive Director of Faith Mission Crisis 
Center, a behavioral healthcare organization that provides 
residential crisis services over 1500 men and women annually 
suffering from substance use disorders. He is also an adjunct 
lecturer at Fordham University and Hunter College School of 
Social Work. His specialization is anti-oppression, substance 
abuse, mental health, criminal justice, public health policy, 
and leadership development.

 Kassandra Frederique, Policy Coordinator,  
Drug Policy Alliance

 Kassandra Frederique is a New York Policy Coordinator at 
the Drug Policy Alliance. Frederique works to build powerful 
coalitions in communities devastated by drug misuse and the 
war on drugs. Prior to joining DPA, Frederique completed a 
year-long internship with DPA’s State Organizing and Policy 
Project, served as a social worker in New York City schools 
and domestic violence clinics, organized workers in Chicago 
and New Orleans, and worked as a higher education parapro-
fessional in Ithaca and New York City.

 Iva Carruthers, Ph.D., General Secretary, Samuel DeWitt 
Proctor Conference 

 Dr. Iva E. Carruthers is General Secretary of the 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference (SDPC), a national 
interdenominational organization within the African American 
faith tradition focused on social justice issues. She has led 
the organization’s many successful programs of education, 
advocacy and activating strategic initiatives targeted at 
the consequences of mass incarceration in the U.S. Dr. 
Carruthers has a long history of engagement in community 
development initiatives and social justice ministry, fostering 
interdenominational and interfaith dialogue in the United 
States, Caribbean, South America and Africa. 

 Juan Puyana, MD, FRCSC, FACS, FACCP, Associate  
Professor of Surgery and Critical Care

 Dr. Juan Puyana is currently an Associate Professor of Surgery 
and Critical Care, Trauma Surgeon, Director of Surgical ICU, 
Director of the Surgical Critical Care Program at the University 
of Pittsburgh Medical Center at Presbyterian Hospital. He is 
an Editorial Board Member of the Adult Multi-Disciplinary Criti-
cal Care Knowledge Assessment Program. Before working at 
the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Puyana was a Fellow in Surgi-
cal Critical Care at the School of Medicine, State University of 
New York in Stony Brook, New York. 

 Tina Reynolds, MSW, Executive Director, Women on the 
Rise Telling HerStory (WORTH)

 Tina Reynolds is Co-Founder and Chair of Women on the 
Rise Telling HerStory (WORTH). WORTH is an association of 
formerly and currently incarcerated women who have been 
empowered by their own experiences while involved in the 

criminal justice system and beyond. Reynolds has received  
a Master in Social Work from Hunter College. She is currently 
an adjunct professor at York, CUNY in the Psychology  
Department teaching the “Impact of Incarceration on Families, 
Communities and Children”. 

 
 Thomas H. Nochajski, Ph.D., Professor, School of Social 

Work, University at Buffalo
 Dr. Nochajski is a Research Professor at the University 

at Buffalo School of Social Work. His work focuses on all 
aspects of prevention of alcohol and drug problems (primary, 
secondary, and tertiary).  Dr. Nochajski also has worked in the 
area of instrument development, being the primary investigator 
for the development of the RIA Self Inventory, a screening 
instrument for drinking-drivers and currently serves as co-
director of the Institute on Trauma and Trauma-Informed Care 
at the university. 

 Laura Elliott-Engel, Executive Director, Council on  
Addiction Recovery Services

 Ms. Elliott-Engel has served as the Executive Director of 
the Council on Addiction Recovery Services for 11 years. 
Her graduate studies led to publication of “Healing Trauma:  
Chemically Dependent Women”. A founding Board member 
and current President of Friends of Recovery New York,  
Ms. Elliott-Engel’s renewed passion about access to care  
via multiple pathways and a growing commitment to decrimi-
nalization for small amounts of illicit drugs has informed a 
strong voice for dialogue to inform a different response in the 
public policy conversation.

 Robert Cordero, Executive Director, CitiWide Harm  
Reduction

 Robert Cordero serves as Executive Director of CitiWide 
Harm Reduction (“CitiWide”) in the South Bronx. Since 1995, 
CitiWide Harm Reduction has effectively provided comprehen-
sive syringe access services in its drop-in center, and serves 
3,000 people at risk for and living with HIV/AIDS, including the 
homeless; active injection drug users; sex workers; and people 
temporarily housed in Single Residence Occupancy hotels - 
delivering over 21,000 outreach encounters annually. 

 Jeffrion Aubry, Speaker Pro Tempore,  
New York State Assembly

 Assemblyman Aubry is the newly appointed New York State 
Speaker pro tempore and member of the following commit-
tees: Ways and Means, Rules, Social Services and Govern-
mental Employees. As Chairman of the Committee on Correc-
tion, Assemblyman Aubry successfully championed legislation 
enacted in 2009 that significantly reformed the Rockefeller 
Drug Laws, and led the fight to ensure that prisoners suffering 
from serious mental illness receive needed treatment and are 
not confined under inhumane conditions through the enact-
ment of the Special Housing Unit Exclusion Law. 

May 2 - 3, 2013Conference Speakers



 Avi Israel, Founder, Save the Michaels of the World 
 Avi is the father of Michael David Israel and with his wife Julie 

Israel, is co-founder and President of Save The Michaels 
of The world. He was a driving force behind the I-STOP 
Legislation and the Michael David Israel Laws. He testified 
before the US Senate on the dangers of prescription drug 
abuse, and gave testimony in front of several FDA Panels 
on the dangers of prescription drug abuse. He never wants 
another parent to experience what he and his family have with 
the needless passing of his son.

 Lorenzo Jones, Executive Director, A Better  
Way Foundation 

 Lorenzo Jones is the Executive Director of A Better Way 
Foundation (ABWF).  Mr. Jones has spent decades as a com-
munity organizer and executive director, training advocates, 
community leaders, and not-for-profit staffers across the 
United States.  Equipped with an understanding of legislative 
advocacy, staff development and grassroots organizing,  
Mr. Jones has led successful campaigns for affordable health-
care, drug policy and criminal justice reform, and holistic 
public safety, increasing treatment services in urban, rural, 
and suburban communities across the country.

 Teresa Miller, Professor, University at Buffalo  
School of Law  

 Teresa Miller is a Professor of Law at the SUNY-Buffalo Law 
School, where she teaches Immigration Law, Criminal  
Procedure, Prisoner Law, Crimmigration, and Law &  
Documentary Film. Miller researches and writes about the 
growing use of immigration law in the service of criminal law 
enforcement goals. She travels throughout New York State, 
evaluating conditions at state prisons on behalf of the  
Correctional Association of New York. She is currently  
working on a feature-length documentary about Attica  
State Prison entitled, “Attica: The Bars That Bind Us.” 

 Judy Greene, Founder, Justice Strategies
 Judy Greene is an independent criminal justice policy analyst 

and a founder of Justice Strategies. Her areas of expertise 
include private prisons, sentencing, and corrections policy, 
police accountability and immigration enforcement. Judy  
has served as a Soros Justice Fellow of the Open Society 
Foundations and a Senior Research Fellow of the Institute on 
Criminal Justice at the University of Minnesota Law School. 
Prior to that post she was program director of the State- 
Centered Program for the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation. 
From 1985 to 1993 Judy was Director of Court Programs at  
the Vera Institute of Justice.

 Susan Rusinko
 Susan Rusinko resides in Auburn, NY. She is a wife and a 

mother of three sons in college. After working as an office 
manager for eleven years the company she worked for closed 
down, and she became a full-time Domestic Engineer of  
her home. She has had Multiple Sclerosis for thirteen years 
and has participated in fourteen MS walks and raised over 
$45,000 in donations. 

 Tara Lyons, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, British Columba 
Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS

 Tara Lyons, Ph.D., is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the 
British Columbia Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS. Her 
research areas are drug use, sex work, violence, HIV, sexuality 
and gender. She is a founding member and the former 
executive director of the Canadian Students for Sensible  
Drug Policy. 

 Sam Magavern, Co-director, Partnership for the Public 
Good; Professor, University at Buffalo, Cornell University 

 Sam Magavern co-directs the Partnership for the Public Good 
and teaches at the SUNY Buffalo Law School and the Cornell 
University ILR School. A graduate of Harvard University and 
UCLA Law School, he practiced law with the Legal Aid Society 
of Minneapolis before returning to Buffalo in 2004. Sam is a 
widely-published poet and has also written a non-fiction book, 
Primo Levi’s Universe, and a movie, The Last Word. 

 Divine Pryor, Ph.D., Executive Director, Center for  
NuLeadership on Urban Solutions 

 Dr. Divine Pryor serves as the Executive Director of the Center 
for NuLeadership on Urban Solutions, an independent activist 
human justice think tank, whose staff is comprised of aca-
demic professionals with prior experience within the criminal 
punishment system. He is currently a board member of the 
National Legal AID & Defender Association and the National 
Council of Previously Incarcerated Professionals. In 2009,  
Dr. Pryor was appointed by the Majority Leader of the New 
York State Senate to co-chair the New York State Anti-Gang  
Violence Reduction Commission.

 Beverly McClain, Medical Marijuana Patient
 Beverly McClain is a southern-born graphic designer who 

chose NYC and Canaan, NY as her home(s) for most of her 
adult life. She’s the mother of a 16-year-old daughter and mar-
ried to her partner, Ron Kellum. Together they run a boutique 
design studio called Kellum McClain Inc. As a stage 4 breast 
cancer patient, she is active in advocating for relaxation of 
laws that prevent responsible access to drugs that can help 
people like her, including medical marijuana.

 Susan Shepherd, Manager, Toronto Drug Strategy  
Secretariat, Toronto Public Health

 Susan Shepherd is the Manager of the Toronto Drug Strategy 
Secretariat, the staff team that supports implementation of the 
City of Toronto’s drug strategy. Susan has 17 years of policy 
experience with the City of Toronto working in the areas of 
substance use, poverty, homelessness and food security. Prior 
to joining the City of Toronto, Susan was a front-line worker 
in the community-based service sector. Susan has spoken 
extensively at conferences and workshops on evidence- 
based approaches to reducing the harms of alcohol and  
other drug use. 
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 Kimá Joy Taylor, Director, National Drug Addiction  
Treatment and Harm Reduction Program 

 Kimá Joy Taylor, MD, MPH, is the National Drug Addiction 
Treatment and Harm Reduction Program Director at the Open 
Society Foundations. Taylor served as the deputy commis-
sioner for the Baltimore City Health Department. During her 
tenure at the health department she tried to create more 
cohesive and integrated public health services for citizens at 
risk. She served as the health and social policy legislative as-
sistant for Senator Sarbanes, with issue areas including Social 
Security, TANF, pharmaceuticals, Medicare, Medicaid, and 
other health care policy and women’s issues.

 
 Robert E. Fullilove, EdD, Associate Dean for Community 

and Minority Affairs; Professor of Clinical Sociomedical 
Sciences; Co-director of the Community Research Group

 Dr. Fullilove has authored numerous articles in the area of 
minority health. He has twice been awarded the Distinguished 
Teaching Award at the Mailman School of Public Health. From 
1995 to 2001, he served on the Board of Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention at the Institute of Medicine (IOM) at 
the National Academy of Sciences. In 2004, he was appointed 
to the National Advisory Council for the National Center for 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine at the National  
Institutes of Health.

 Jennifer Mecozzi, Director of Organizing, PUSH Buffalo 
 Jennifer Mecozzi is Director of Organizing with PUSH Buffalo, 

a local membership-based community organization fighting to 
make affordable housing a reality on Buffalo’s West Side. She 
is a mother to four, and two of her kids are in Buffalo public 
schools. She is very concerned about the issues of drug and 
criminal justice policies. 

 Marsha Weissman, Founder and Executive Director, Center 
for Community Alternatives 

 Marsha Weissman is the founder and Executive Director of  
the Center for Community Alternatives. She holds a Ph.D. in 
Social Science and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
from the Maxwell School of Citizenship, Syracuse University. 
The Center for Community Alternatives advocates for and  
provides direct services to reduce the use of incarceration.  
Dr. Weissman is the author of several articles including  
“Aspiring to the Impracticable: Alternatives to Incarceration 
in the Era of Mass Incarceration”, New York University Law 
School Review of Law and Social Change.
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