
 

 
 
December 21, 2015  
 
 
Attn:  Thomas Enright, Executive Counsel 
 
The Honorable Bobby Jindal 
Governor of Louisiana  
Office of the Governor  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 
RE:  Request for Executive Reprieve for Bernard Noble 

State of Louisiana v. Bernard Noble Case No. 501-594 
 
Dear Governor Jindal, 
 
I write on behalf of the Drug Policy Alliance to respectfully request that you issue an executive reprieve to 
Mr. Bernard Noble, who was convicted of non-violent marijuana possession, and is currently serving a term 
of 13.3 years hard labor.  Article IV Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution gives the Governor the power to 
grant a “reprieve to persons convicted of offenses against the state” without a recommendation from the 
Board of Pardons.  Mr. Noble’s background, the non-violent and non-serious nature of Mr. Noble’s offense, 
the lengthy term of incarceration that former law mandated he serve, Mr. Noble’s excellent behavior while 
imprisoned, and recent legislation signed into law by you that would make Mr. Noble a free man today had it 
been the law at the time of his offense warrant the issuance of an executive reprieve. 
 
Mr. Noble was sentenced to 13.3 years hard labor without the possibility of parole after being convicted a 
third time for non-violent drug possession – specifically, 2.8 grams (the equivalent of two cigarettes) of 
marijuana.  Mr. Noble’s previous two non-violent drug possession convictions came 8 and 20 years before 
this most recent conviction.  As of this writing, Mr. Noble already has served four years behind bars and has 
been a model inmate.  
   
Mr. Noble’s sentence is causing far more harm than good.  Mr. Noble, a native of New Orleans who was 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina, is a father to seven children, two of whom suffer from chronic medical 
conditions.  These children have essentially lost their father.  They have also lost their home.  Before his 
arrest, Mr. Noble held long-term employment and was the chief breadwinner for his family.  Because of Mr. 
Noble’s incarceration, Mr. Noble’s family lost their residence – unable to make payments without Mr. 
Noble’s income. 
 
The unjustness of Mr. Noble’s plight was not lost on the initial judge who sentenced Mr. Noble. At the time 
of the sentencing, the trial court noted that the mandatory sentence of 13.3 years of hard labor “will be a 
greater punishment for his children than for himself.”1 Other officials too have weighed in on the case of Mr. 
Noble, including New Orleans councilwoman, Susan Guidry2, and retired New Orleans Criminal Court Judge 
Calvin Johnson, who spoke out against what he termed an, “antiquated sentencing structure.” 3 
 

                                                      
1 State v. Noble, 2013-1109 (La. App. 4 Cir. 2/12/14) 
2 Jessica Williams, 13 years for two marijuana joints, The Times-Picayune, March 7, 2015, 

http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/03/13_years_in_prison_for_two_mar.html 
3 Anthony Papa, 13 years for Two Joints, Huffington Post, Dec. 15, 2014, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anthony-

papa/13-years-for-two-joints-l_b_6328006.html 



On June 29th of this year you signed into law H.B. 149.  That law classifies the possession of fewer than 14 
grams of marijuana as a misdemeanor, with the first offense punishable by only 15 days in jail.  It also 
changes the statutory minimums for subsequent marijuana possession convictions.  Had H.B. 149 been in 
effect at the time of Mr. Noble’s offense, Mr. Noble, who was convicted of a third offense, would have been 
sentenced to a maximum of two years in prison.  
 

“On a third conviction for violation of Subsection C of this Section with regard to marijuana, 

tetrahydrocannabinol or chemical derivatives thereof, the offender shall be sentenced to imprisonment with 

or without hard labor for not more than two years, shall be fined not more than two thousand five hundred 

dollars, or both.”4 

 
H.B 149 was passed with bipartisan support and hailed as a major criminal justice advancement. As you 
noted, the purpose of the law is “the idea of providing rehabilitation and treatment for nonviolent drug 
offenders” instead of harsh punitive sentencing.5  The reforms this new law portends will benefit many 
Louisianans going forward.  But these benefits will not reach Mr. Noble because the sentencing provisions 
are not retroactive.   
 
Moreover, the rules and procedures surrounding executive clemency do not allow you to commute the 
remainder of Mr. Noble’s sentence.6    
 
The Constitution of Louisiana, however, provides the Governor with another tool for corrective justice.  
Under the Constitution you have the authority to issue a reprieve to Mr. Noble, and enable him to be released 
from prison contingent on conditions you deem appropriate. Such relief would be akin to granting Mr. Noble 
parole, which under his current sentence he remains ineligible.  
 
Article IV Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution grants the Governor the power to issue reprieves of 
persons convicted of crimes against the state. The Supreme Court of Louisiana has held that the Governor’s 
power to grant an executive reprieve is, “without limitation and absolute, except in cases of treason.”7 The 
constitution also permits the governor to issue a reprieve to persons already serving their sentence.8  

For example, it is within your authority to issue Mr. Noble a reprieve.  Such a reprieve could read as follows: 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Governor of the State of Louisiana by Article IV Section 5 of the Louisiana 
Constitution, which gives the Governor the authority to grant reprieves, I, Bobbi Jindal, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana, do hereby grant a reprieve to Bernard Noble case No. 501-594, staying the sentence imposed upon him by 
the judgment of the Court of Appeals of Louisiana, Fourth Circuit.  Said reprieve is to take effect upon the day this 
order is issued and shall remain in effect until modified or rescinded by future Executive order of the Governor.  

Not just Mr. Noble and his family are harmed by his current sentence.  The state’s taxpayers, too, must 
unreasonably bear the burden of paying for the long confinement of a non-violent, otherwise law-abiding 
productive member of their community. Opinion polls show that the hearts of Louisianans have changed 
when it comes to harsh sentences for simple marijuana possession.  Under your leadership the laws of 
Louisiana have responded to that change by enacting common sense reforms to marijuana policy.9   
 

                                                      
4 H.R. 149, Reg. Sess. (La. 2015)  
5 Alexandria Burris, Jindal says he will sign marijuana bills, Shreveport Times, May 29, 2015  
6 La. Const. art. IV, § 5 
7 State ex rel. Melerine v. Trist, 238 La. 853 (1959) 
8 Bosworth v. Whitley, 627 So. 2d 629, 632 (La. 1993) 
9 Public Policy Poll-Louisiana Marijuana Policy, July 31-Aug 1 (2013) 

 



Fairness, justice and compassion necessitate that these shifts in state law not overlook the plight of Mr. 
Noble. 
 
For these reasons, the Drug Policy Alliance urges you to use the power given to you by the Constitution of 
Louisiana and issue an executive reprieve to Mr. Bernard Noble.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Daniel Abrahamson 
Senior Legal Advisor 
The Drug Policy Alliance  
 


