
 

 

 

December 2, 2014 

 

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 

Chair 

Committee on Appropriations  

United States Senate 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

RE:  NAACP STRONG OPPOSITION TO POLICY “RIDERS” ON DC 

APPROPRIATIONS BILLS 

 

Dear Senator Mikulski: 

 
On behalf of the NAACP, our nation’s oldest, largest and most widely-recognized 
grassroots-based civil rights organization, I would like to thank you for your steadfast 
opposition over the years to policy “riders” on appropriations bills intended to 
undermine the local autonomy of the District of Columbia.  Consistent with your 
longstanding position, I urge you to continue to reject all efforts to include 
undemocratic restrictions on DC’s rights as you negotiate the Financial Services and 
General Government appropriations bill for FY 2015.   
 
The NAACP remains firmly opposed to the inclusion of social-policy riders targeting 
the District of Columbia in any appropriations bill. Some of the proposed riders 
currently being considered would be directly contrary to the stated will of the 
residents of the District of Columbia.  Specifically, they would overturn referendums 
approved of by the voters in the District of Columbia through the democratic 
process.   
 
Congress does not impose its views on any other local jurisdiction. We strongly 
encourage you to urge your colleagues to be consistent by letting District residents 
manage their own affairs.  DC residents have no vote in the Congress to stop this 
egregious attack on their local democracy.  We greatly appreciate and have been 
honored over the years to rely on you as an ally in our fight to protect the rights of 
the residents of D.C to self determination. As Congress moves closer to a spending 
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deal, we urge you to maintain your strong stance against legislation that undermines 
DC democracy.   
 
Thank you again for your willingness throughout your tenure on the Appropriations 
Committee to support the residents of the District of Columbia and to consistently 
oppose any policy “riders.”  I look forward to working with you as we navigate the 
final spending bill for FY 2015 and beyond.  Please feel free to contact me at (202) 
463-2940 should you have any questions or comments, or if I can help you in any 
way. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hilary O. Shelton 
Director, NAACP Washington Bureau & 
     Senior Vice President for Policy and Advocacy 
 
 
 
 
CC:  Members, Senate Appropriations Committee 
   Members, House Appropriations Committee 
 
 

 


