
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scott Ward  
 
Scott Ward is a 28-year-old Marine veteran; he was diagnosied with Multiple Sclerosis in 
November of 2006 while training for the Marine Corps marathon. Scott went from running five 
miles everyday to relying on family members to assist him in and out of his bed and the bathtub. 
 
None of the medications prescribed by Scott’s New Jersey physicians alleviated his muscle 
spasms, pain and nausea. In fact, the cocktail of medications prescribed to Scott, including daily 
injections, actually complicated his struggle – at times making it impossible for him to move or eat. 
After losing a dangerous amount of weight, Scott was desperate for relief. As a last resort, he 
decided to try marijuana. 

 
Scott’s mother recalls, “I was originally skeptical of Scott trying marijuana; he had always been a straight arrow and against using any 
illegal drugs. However, the therapeutic effects were almost instantaneous.” Scott’s sister remembers the difference medical marijuana 
made in her younger brother’s life: “I was unprepared for what I saw. Scott had lost so much weight and it broke my heart to see him 
curled up in bed in so much pain. But now, using medical marijuana, Scott’s quality of life has improved drastically; this drug has helped 
him regain a sense of normalcy.”  Medical marijuana continues to alleviate many of Scott’s MS symptoms that had previously 
consumed his life.  
 
 

Elvy Musikka 
 

In 1975, Elvy Musikka was diagnosed with glaucoma. At 72, she is one of only four patients 
currently receiving medical marijuana from the federal government’s Compassionate 
Investigational New Drug program. 
 
Following her diagnosis, Elvy’s physician began a standard course of therapy to relieve the 
pressure in her eyes, but the medications she was prescribed caused her further discomfort 
without lowering her eye pressure. In 1976, with her eye pressure continuing to rise, a physician 
suggested Elvy consider marijuana because it was likely that she would otherwise go blind. Elvy 
says that “I was uncomfortable with the thought of taking marijuana, a drug I had been 

misinformed to believe was as dangerous and addictive as heroin.”  
 
Elvy began to experiment by taking medical marijuana prior to her doctor’s appointments and discovered that its use lowered her eye 
pressure. Elvy wanted to obtain marijuana legally but was unable to do so in her state of Florida, and she was also unable to procure 
the necessary quantities to treat her symptoms on the illicit market. Elvy continued to use a variety of prescription medications that left 
her in such a lethargic state that she was unable to care for her children. After years of high eye pressure, Elvy reluctantly had an 
additional surgery that was frought with complications, leaving her blind in her right eye.  
 
In 1988, Elvy applied for the Compassionate IND Program and was granted legal use of marijuana provided by the federal government. 
With the use of medical marijuana, Elvy began to regain sight in her right eye. She now has perceptions of light, colors and shapes. 
Elvy describes the effects of medical marijuana as “miraculous.” 
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Richard Williams  

 
At the age of 26, Richard Williams was diagnosed with HIV.  Once a burial plot salesman, Richard was 
now faced with his own mortality. As a result of his illness, Richard suffers through symptoms such as 
swelling joints, vomiting and extreme pain. Although he was prescribed pain pills, nothing helped to 
relieve his pain and he feared the possibility of addiction.  After trying for years to work and maintain 
his job Richard was asked to go on disability by his employer. No longer able to afford living in Lake 
Caramel on his now-fixed income, Richard had to relocate to upstate New York.  
 
After years of suffering, Richard decided to use marijuana. When asked how he feels about having to 
break the law, Richard replied, “I don’t want to be a criminal. I don’t do anything wrong. I don’t want to 
break the law – but I need it.” When asked how the marijuana helps him, Richard replied, “it changed 

everything.” Richard is now able to work part time on his feet as a videographer.  “After twenty-five years I am now looking toward the 
future,” said Richard.   
 
 

Irvina Booker  
 

Sixty-year-old Irvina Booker was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 1992. In addition to debilitating 
physical symptoms, the New Jersey grandmother was faced with the emotional challenges of losing her 
ability to walk. Irvina often felt like a burden to her friends and family. 
 
None of the medication that Irvina’s doctors prescribed for her alleviated the pain of her severe muscle 
spasms. The medications that her doctors prescribed for her also had harsh side effects including 
nausea, vomiting, vertigo, headaches, dizziness, numbness and burning. In 2003, a friend also battling 

MS suggested Irvina try medical marijuana. Irvina recalls, "I doubted the results marijuana could bring me. I had never used 
recreational drugs and I didn't want to break the law; but, as the pain grew worse, out of desperation I tried marijuana. The effects were 
nothing short of miraculous." 
 
Medical marijuana alleviates many of Irvina’s most painful MS symptoms. Irvina's daughter remembers the difference medical 
marijuana made in her mother's life: "It hurt to see my mom suffering. Despite taking all the medications the doctor prescribed, she was 
still in constant pain. It broke my heart to remind my son, who loves to jump on his grandma’s lap, ‘be careful, grandma's legs hurt.’ 
Using medical marijuana, my mom’s pain is dramatically reduced. This drug has changed our lives." 
 
 

The McGrath Family 
 

In 2004, Don and Gerry McGrath lost their son Sean to a rare form of cancer. He was only 28 years old.  
 
Because of his age and the virulent nature of his illness, Sean’s team of physicians at a leading medical 
center in New York chose to fight the disease very aggressively. He had several major surgeries and 
received 9-hour chemotherapy treatments every week. To combat the pain and nausea that resulted 
from the surgeries, chemo sessions, and the cancer itself, he was given every available FDA-approved 
medication. Unfortunately they were simply not effective. If he was awake, he was suffering. His weight 
dropped to under 100 pounds. All of Sean’s loved ones, including his father, an active Registered 

Nurse for more than 40 years, were desperate to relieve Sean’s suffering. 
 
Then his medical team suggested “off the record” that he try marijuana. Although Sean was reluctant to try it at first, he found that it was 
effective. For the next 18 months, Sean used marijuana daily and it enabled him to survive and fight the disease. It relieved his terrible 
nausea, vomiting and wasting, allowing him to eat normally for the first time in months. To Sean, marijuana was the only medicine that 
made him feel normal. Sean’s parents saw directly that marijuana was effective in improving their son’s quality of life by relieving the 
awful symptoms and side effects associated with his cancer and its treatment, and believe that “no patient, no family, no loved one 
should be forced to live in fear of arrest simply because they want to ease such terrible suffering.” 


