
September 10, 2012
 
 
 
The Honorable Frank Wolf
Chairman
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations
Room H-310, U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC  20515

 
 
 
 
The Honorable Chaka Fattah
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations
1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

 
Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Fattah:
 
Our diverse organizations are concerned that Congress may soon consider a Continuing Resolution 
to fund the federal government into Fiscal Year 2013 at a level that increases funding for the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons (BOP).  The BOP currently operates at a staggering 140% capacity, but new money 
to add federal prison beds is a misguided solution.  The undersigned groups strongly oppose the 
appropriation of any new funds for the expansion of federal prison capacity or contracting new private 
prison beds.
 
A record 217,000 people are currently confined in BOP-operated facilities or in privately managed 
or community-based institutions or jails -- a population projected to increase another 5% by the end 
of next year.  Over the past 30 years the federal prison population has increased by almost 800%.  
Despite disproportionate investment in prison capacity in recent decades our federal system remains 
overcrowded.  Funding for the BOP now makes up almost a quarter of the Department of Justice budget.  
The United States simply cannot build its way out of this crisis.
 
Instead, Congress should invest in programs that reduce long-term spending on the federal prison system 
while ensuring public safety.  For example, it would be more beneficial to apply $13 million in new 
funds to expand the capacity of the Residential Drug Abuse Program (RDAP), which reduces sentences 
for successful participants and has been proven to reduce recidivism rates.  Shorter sentences and 
reduced recidivism mean less overcrowding and increased public safety.  
 
Congress should consider a number of legislative opportunities to address the unsustainable growth 
of our federal prison system -- such as enhanced time credits for good behavior, home confinement 
for elderly prisoners, and proportionality in drug sentencing.  Congress should also consider the 
implications of the U.S. Sentencing Commission's 2011 report on mandatory sentencing, and consider 
appropriate revisions of those policies. 
 
Funding for our criminal justice system should be subject to the same standards of effectiveness as other 
federal programs.  For decades we have imprisoned increasing numbers of individuals, despite growing 
evidence that large-scale incarceration is not the most effective means of achieving public safety.  Faith, 
civil rights, and legal and criminal justice advocates therefore urge you to oppose new spending that 
would increase federal prison capacity or expand contracting for private prison beds without providing 
funding for programs such as RDAP that would significantly reduce BOP overcrowding.  
 
Now is the time to reverse -- not to encourage -- the unsustainable growth of our federal prison system, 
which costs too much and provides diminishing returns for public safety. 



 
Sincerely, 
 
A Better Way Foundation
AdvoCare, Inc.
American Civil Liberties Union
American Probation and Parole Association
Blacks in Law Enforcement of America
Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race & Justice at Harvard Law School
Chicago Jobs Council
Citiwide Harm Reduction
Delaware Chapter: National Alliance for Medication Assisted Recovery
Drug Policy Alliance
Drug Policy Forum of Texas
FedCURE
Fellowship of Reconciliation
Friends Committee on National Legislation
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights
Maryland CURE
NAACP
National Alliance for Medication Assisted Recovery
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence-NJ
National Legal Aid & Defender Association
National Organization for Women (NOW)
Prison Policy Initiative
Resource Information Help for the Disadvantaged
Safe Streets Arts Foundation
The Sentencing Project
StoptheDrugWar.org
Treatment Communities of America
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society
Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs
 
 
CC:  
 
The Honorable John Boehner                                
Speaker
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515
  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader
H-204, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515
 
 
 
 


