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Unfair and Ineffective Bail Policies Are Wasting Taxpayer Dollars, Filling New Jersey 
Jails with Nonviolent Offenders and Weakening Families and Communities 

New Jersey’s bail system is broken.  Nearly three-quarters of the 15,000 people in state jails are 
awaiting trial—rather than serving a sentence.  Decisions about who is released pending trial 
are based on the ability to pay bail and not on the risk to the community.  Nonviolent, low-risk 
offenders are warehoused in jails for long periods at great financial cost to New Jersey simply 
because they cannot pay sometimes nominal bail amounts.  Meanwhile, high-risk offenders who 
do have the financial resources can obtain release.  

More than half of the individuals in New Jersey jails are being held for nonviolent offenses.  
Many of these individuals could safely be released on bail pending trial but lack the financial 
resources to pay the arbitrary bail amounts set by New Jersey’s bail schedule.  The average 
length of time individuals are held pending trial is almost one year.   

Almost 40 percent of those held in New Jersey’s jails are there solely because of their inability 
to pay bail.  More than 10 percent cannot pay bail amounting to $2,500 or less (more than 800 
inmates are held for the inability to pay $500 or less).  

It costs about $100 a day to hold an individual in a New Jersey jail; therefore, warehousing an 
individual for almost a year while awaiting trial costs New Jersey taxpayers more than $30,000.  
Thus, New Jersey’s current policy of jailing an individual who cannot pay, for instance, $500 
bail, can cost New Jersey taxpayers more than $30,000—just while that person awaits a trial.  

In addition, the jailed person is separated from his or her family physically, emotionally and 
financially, further exacerbating the challenges this individual and family face.  This is a lose-
lose situation for everyone.   

A Growing Consensus: The System Is Broken and We Need New Solutions 

Elected officials, judges, prosecutors, criminal justice experts and advocates from across the 
political spectrum are speaking out against unfair, ineffective and costly policies.  Fairness and 
fiscal responsibility mandate that New Jersey reform its bail system to base release decisions 
on risk, not the ability to pay, and allow for the supervised release pending trial of those who 
pose no threat to public safety.  States around the country have successfully implemented bail 
reform policies.  New Jersey can do better.  

New Jersey Needs Legislation to Fix its Broken Bail System 

Senate Bill 946 / Assembly Bill 1910 will create a fairer, safer and more cost effective bail 
system. By allowing the supervised release of low-risk individuals who do not threaten the 
security of their communities, we can prioritize public safety while encouraging fiscal 
responsibility.  At the same time, this legislation will strengthen families and communities by 
allowing low-risk individuals to remain with their families, keep their jobs, and get connected to 
services, including drug treatment, pending trial. 
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