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“Almost all of these individuals could be released and supervised in their communities—
and allowed to pursue or maintain employment, and participate in educational 
opportunities and their normal family lives—without risk of endangering their fellow 
citizens or fleeing from justice.” 
 

 Attorney General Eric Holder 
 
“The requirement that virtually every defendant must post [money] bail…imposes 
personal hardship on them, their families, and on the public which must bear the cost of 
their detention and frequently support their dependants on welfare.” 
 

 American Bar Association, Standards Relating to Pretrial Release 
 
“The bail system works for people who are able to obtain release on recognizance and 
not so well for those who are not able to.” 
 

 Jerome Lacorte, Chief Attorney, Office of the District Public Defender, Baltimore 
Maryland 

 
“Most people in jail today are there because they cannot afford or will not post an 
amount of money that a judge set on them. Usually, that amount of money  
has absolutely nothing to do with your risk of getting back to court or being a danger to 
the community.” 
 

 Spurgeon Kennedy, Director of Research and Analysis, Pretrial Services Agency of 
the District of Columbia 

 
“People who don’t need to be in jail are sitting in jail at taxpayer expense…they might sit 
in jail for two, three, four, five months, costing taxpayers thousands of dollars simply 
because they don’t have fifty dollars to post bail.” 
 

 John Clark, Senior Project Associate, Pretrial Justice Institute, Washington, D.C. 
 
“[Our] pretrial release services are intended…to facilitate the release of defendants who 
would otherwise be incarcerated for want of financial resources, reduce unnecessary 
incarceration and associated costs, and relieve overcrowding in local correctional 
facilities.” 
 

 State of New York Pretrial Release Services Standards 
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