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Our Current Bail System is Ineffective, Costly and Dangerous 

At the moment, monetary bail amounts for individuals arrested in New Jersey are based on a 
state-wide schedule that categorically assigns values to different crimes.  This schedule 
discourages courts from making individualized determinations of whether monetary bail is even 
necessary to protect public safety and ensure the appearance of a defendant at trial. 
 
Our over-reliance on monetary bail means that low-risk nonviolent offenders who present no 
threat to public safety are warehoused in over-crowded county jails due to their inability to afford 
the cost of their release.  This wastes taxpayer money and unfairly penalizes vulnerable 
individuals, their families and their communities simply because they  lack access to economic 
resources. 
 
Even more alarming, our existing system is not structured to best protect the public safety, as 
assigning each defendant a monetary bail amount rejects the notion that preventative detention 
is appropriate and absolutely necessary in some circumstances.  This means that regardless of 
the nature of the offense or potential risk posed to a person or community, an arrestee with 
sufficient financial means will be able to easily secure his or her release. 
 
The Lack of an Effective Bail System in New Jersey Has Created Serious Problems in 
County Jails 

Several of the state’s largest county jails, including those in Union, Camden and Mercer, are 
operating far in excess of their capacities.  Some have been subject to court orders directing 
them to reduce the number of inmates behind bars, or to update the facilities to meet basic 
standards of living.  Sustaining jail over-crowding is a huge financial expenditure for the state 
and creates dangerous conditions for both the incarcerated population and the correctional 
officers who supervise them.  It can cost upwards of $100 per day to incarcerate just one person 
in a New Jersey county jail—this grave financial commitment should be based on risk and public 
safety, not an arbitrary bail schedule. 
 
Senate Bill 946 / Assembly Bill 1910 Will Fix our Broken Bail System 

Senate Bill 946 / Assembly Bill 1910 will (1) encourage non-monetary release options; (2) 
require arrestees to undergo a risk assessment before their initial bail hearing in order for the 
court to make individualized determinations of what, or if, bail is appropriate; (3) establish a 
comprehensive pretrial services agency within each county that will monitor and counsel those 
awaiting trial; and (4) allow for the pretrial detention of truly dangerous individuals. 
 
This legislation closely mirrors federal pretrial release policies that have been proven effective, 
and will prioritize public safety while encouraging fiscal responsibility. 
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