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Unfair and Ineffective Criminal Penalties Are Wasting Taxpayer Dollars, Filling New 
Jersey Prisons and Jails with Nonviolent Offenders and Weakening Communities  
 
Over the last three decades, New Jersey’s prison population has grown at a staggering rate, 
increasing from around 8,000 to more than 23,000.  At the same time the corrections budget 
has skyrocketed from $289 million a year to over $1 billion a year. 
 
The overuse of incarceration tears apart vulnerable families and communities and permanently 
excludes large segments of the population from gainful participation in the workforce.  
Individuals with prison records earn 30 to 40 percent less than those without prison records—if 
they can find jobs at all—and are often unable to support themselves or their families.  These 
unfair and ineffective policies disproportionately impact New Jersey’s already marginalized 
communities.  While African Americans and Latinos make up less than 30 percent of the state’s 
population, they account for more than 80 percent of those incarcerated. 
 
It costs our state about $50,000 a year to incarcerate one person and New Jersey spends more 
than $300 million annually just to imprison individuals for nonviolent drug offenses.  At a time 
when the state and municipalities are laying off police officers, firefighters and teachers and 
cutting essential education, health and community programs, we cannot afford this wasteful and 
ineffective criminal justice spending. 
 
A Growing Consensus: The System Is Broken and We Need New Solutions  

Elected officials, judges, prosecutors, criminal justice experts and advocates from across the 
political spectrum are speaking out against ineffective and costly policies for nonviolent offenses 
and calling for the adoption of more appropriate penalties and alternatives to incarceration.   
 
A key solution to fixing our broken system is reforming parole eligibility. New Jersey inmates 
“max out,” that is, serve their full prison sentence without a period of parole supervision in the 
community, at twice the national rate.  Those who “max out” have an almost 40 percent chance 
of returning to prison for a new crime verses only a 25 percent chance for those who receive 
some parole supervision in the community.  At the moment, only about 20 percent of inmates 
are paroled at the date they first become eligible. Senate Bill 677 and Assembly Bill 3732 
encourage rehabilitation and reward good behavior by allowing for the release of nonviolent 
offenders at their first parole eligibility date, provided that they commit no serious disciplinary 
infractions while incarcerated and participate in rehabilitation programs.  This will reduce the 
number of inmates who “max out” thus reducing recidivism and increasing public safety. 
 
Senate Bill 677 and Assembly Bill 3732 will Build on Previous Successful Reforms  

New Jersey has made progress. Over the last several years, New Jersey has decreased its 
prison population, reduced recidivism and cut crime.  By encouraging rehabilitation and saving 
taxpayer money, S677/A3732 will build on these successes and ensure a fairer and more 
effective justice system. 
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