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The Presumptive Parole Act  

The Presumptive Parole Act (S677/A3732) will save taxpayer money, promote public safety and 
strengthen communities by encouraging rehabilitation and successful prisoner reentry.  This 
legislation allows for the release of nonviolent offenders from prison at their first parole eligibility 
date, provided that they commit no serious disciplinary infractions while incarcerated and 
participate in rehabilitation programs.  Incarcerating individuals for nonviolent offenses beyond 
the time needed to reduce recidivism and ensure public safety is wasteful and ineffective.     
 
Over the last three decades, New Jersey has seen a dramatic increase in the use of prisons for 
nonviolent offenses.  Thirty years ago, the state prison population was just under 8,000.  Today, 
that number exceeds 23,000.  During this time, corrections spending in New Jersey has 
increased from $289 million to over $1 billion.   
 
One factor in this wasteful trend is ineffective parole decisions.  New Jersey inmates “max out,” 
that is, serve their full prison sentence without a period of parole supervision in the community, 
at twice the national rate.  Those who “max out” have an almost 40 percent chance of returning 
to prison for a new crime verses only a 25 percent chance for those who receive some parole 
supervision in the community.   
 
At the moment, only about 20 percent of inmates are paroled at the date they first become 
eligible. Senate Bill 677 and Assembly Bill 3732 encourage rehabilitation and reward good 
behavior by allowing for the release of nonviolent offenders at their first parole eligibility date, 
provided that they commit no serious disciplinary infractions while incarcerated and participate 
in rehabilitation programs.  This will reduce the number of inmates who “max out” thus reducing 
recidivism and increasing public safety. 
 
New Jersey’s current policies are economically unsustainable, ineffective and 
counterproductive.  It is time to learn from our mistakes and build on our successes.  Individuals 
often remain needlessly warehoused in prisons after they become eligible for parole. The 
Presumptive Parole Act will facilitate rehabilitation by incentivizing and rewarding good 
behavior.  This legislation will also promote reintegration into society by allowing individuals to 
quickly reestablish ties to their families and communities.  In doing so, the bill will prioritize 
public safety while encouraging fiscal responsibility. 
 
New Jersey has made progress.  Over the last decade, New Jersey has decreased its prison 
population, reduced recidivism and cut crime.  By encouraging rehabilitation and saving 
taxpayer money, S677/A3732 will build on these successes and ensure a fairer and more 
effective system. 
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