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“I have received compelling letters from parents whose children have died from a drug 
overdose or are struggling with drug addiction urging me to approve this bill.  These 
letters, and other information provided to me, has convinced me that this new law will 
save lives.” 
 

 Signing statement of New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo regarding New York’s 2011 
Good Samaritan Law 

 
Good Samaritan policies should be enacted to combat the rising number of overdose 
fatalities. 
 

 The U.S. Conference of Mayors, 76th Annual Meeting, 2008 
 
In 2006, researchers found that Cornell University’s Good Samaritan policy lead twice as 
many students to call 911 in a drug or alcohol emergency, while substance use remained 
constant. 
 

 Deborah K. Lewis and Timothy C. Marchell, “Safety First: A Medical Amnesty 
Approach to Alcohol Poisoning at a U.S. University,” International Journal of Drug 
Policy, 2006  

 
 “Fatal opioid overdoses [are] often witnessed by other drug users.  And there’s an 
opportunity to intervene because it takes time for a nonfatal overdose to become a fatal 
overdose.” 
 

 Dr. Alex Walley, Medical Director, Mass. Opioid Overdose Prevention Program 
 
“The heart of the [overdose] challenge is the possibility that things could be different: 
overdose is a public health problem that can be solved.  Unlike many of the other leading 
causes of death, death from opioid overdose is almost entirely preventable, and 
preventable at a low cost.” 
 

 Professor Scott Burris, Temple University Law School. “Stopping an Invisible 
Epidemic: Legal Issues in the Provision of Naloxone to Prevent Opioid Overdose,” 
Drexel Law Review, 2009 

 
“If we can encourage people to save themselves or others from a drug-related death or 
trauma then we should do that.” 
 

 Former New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson on supporting NM’s Good Samaritan Law 


