
The Honorable Harry Reid                                         The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Senate Majority Leader                                              House Minority Leader            

United States Senate                                                  United States House of Representatives 

522 Hart Senate Office Building                                235 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510                                            Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

December 3, 2014 

 

Dear Senator Reid and Leader Pelosi: 

 

Thank you for your steadfast opposition over the years to appropriations riders intended to 

undermine the local autonomy of the District of Columbia.   

 

As you conclude negotiations over the FY15 Financial Services and General Government 

appropriations bill, we urge you to reject all efforts to include undemocratic restrictions on 

DC’s rights. As you know, the spending bill passed by the House included new provisions 

that would interfere in the District of Columbia’s local affairs, including language intended to 

overturn the results of a local voter initiative.   

 

The undersigned organizations advocate on diverse issues but are united in our opposition 

to the inclusion of social-policy riders targeting the District of Columbia on the appropriations 

bill.  These new policy riders seek to: 

 

 Directly reverse the will of the District voters by voiding a local election related to 

marijuana law reform. Nearly 70 percent of District of Columbia voters approved a 

ballot measure to legalize personal marijuana possession and cultivation. D.C. voters 

were compelled to pass this measure after enormous racial disparities in the criminal 

justice system driven in large part by marijuana arrests came to light in recent 

months. Moreover, these reforms are reflective of a larger movement to address 

concerns about how local law enforcement interacts with the D.C. community, an 

issue of national relevance, especially in light of recent events. 

  

 Overturn DC’s firearms safety laws, which have been carefully revised to reflect 

recent court rulings on the District’s local gun regulations.    

 

Additionally, the following policy rider already incorporated into previous financial service 

legislation infringes on the rights of District residents by seeking to:  

 

 Bar the District from using local funds to provide women struggling to make ends 

meet the ability to make the personal decision to end a pregnancy without 

interference.  

 

Americans will continue to debate these and other issues in communities throughout this 

country, but what is not up for debate is who gets to decide these questions.  

The organizations below are all in agreement that DC’s locally-elected leadership and DC 

voters should decide what is best for the people of the District of Columbia. 

 



Congress does not impose its views on any other local jurisdiction. We strongly urge you to 

urge your colleagues to be consistent by letting District residents manage their own affairs.   

 

DC residents have no vote in the Congress to stop this egregious attack on their local 

democracy.  We have been honored over the years to rely on you as an ally in our fight to 

protect our local rights. As Congress moves closer to a spending deal, we urge you to 

maintain your strong stance against legislation that undermines DC democracy.   

 

DC Vote  

American Civil Liberties Union of the Nation’s Capital 

NARAL Pro-Choice America 

Drug Policy Alliance 

League of Women Voters 

Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs  

SEIU 32BJ 

Working Families DC 

DC Cannabis Coalition  

DC for Reasonable Development 

DC Libertarian Party 

HIPS   

Jew United for Justice 

Metropolitan Wellness Center 

National Organization of Women DC Chapter   

Council on Responsible Cannabis Regulation  
Collective Power 

Students for Sensible Drug Policy 

Organic Consumers Association 

Marijuana Policy Project 

Adams Morgan for Reasonable Development 

The District Dynamos 

District Growers, LLC 

Karyn Pomerantz, M.L.S., M.P.H., George Washington University 

Rev. John Wimberly, Pastor Emeritus, Western Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 


