
 

March 1, 2013 
 

Honorable Loni Hancock  
California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 2082 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: Drug Policy Alliance co-sponsorship and support for SB 283 (Hancock) 

 
Dear Senator Hancock: 
 
On behalf of Drug Policy Alliance, a national advocate to end the war on drugs and to build a policy response 
to drugs that is grounded in science, compassion, health and human rights, we are proud to work in 
partnership with you, along with the Western Center on Law and Poverty and the County Welfare Directors 
Association, to co-sponsor and support the passage of SB 283 to eliminate the lifetime ban on receiving 
CalWORKs or CalFresh for people with former drug-related felony offenses.  
 
Current state law maintains an optional lifetime ban on receiving CalWORKs or CalFresh for people with 
former drug-related felony offences when the conviction occurred after 1996.  This ban, enacted during the 
heyday of “get tough” legislation, has proven a disaster for California families in need, as well as robbing our 
local economy of much-needed support for state retailers and farmers. Research demonstrates that CalFresh 
and CalWORKs benefits are critical for successful community reentry and economic self-sufficiency.  Denied 
these benefits, individuals who have already paid their debt to society are unable to secure nutritious food for 
their families, along with other critical public benefits that would help them be successful and contributing 
members of the community. Thirty-seven states and the District of Columbia have already restored 
nutrition benefits to this vulnerable population (USDA, June 2009). 
 
SB 283 will also provide additional tools to local probation departments, while helping County Human 
Services Agencies improve outcomes for job placement and child wellbeing for the low-income families that 
they serve.  It does this by allowing individuals, previously convicted of a drug felony, who meet all other 
eligibility rules to receive basic needs services, employment training and work supports through the California 
Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) and CalFresh programs, provided that they are 
complying with the conditions of probation or parole, or have successfully completed their probation or 
parole. To highlight a few of the public gains that will come as a result of this legislation: 
 

 A Gain in Economic Activity. Increasing the number of people in CalFresh would bring more federal 
money into our state, boosting consumer spending, stimulating local businesses, and promoting job 
growth. In fact, every CalFresh dollar spent generates almost $2 in local economic activity.   

 Reduced Administrative Costs and Time. Investigating prior drug offenses adds unnecessary 
administrative burdens to both state and county administrators.  Eliminating this screening for 
CalFresh/CalWORKs applications saves time and money.  With more families receiving federal food 
assistance, eliminating the optional ban increases efficiency and simultaneously reduces hunger and 
poverty.  

 Reduced Recidivism and Hunger in Low-Income Communities.  Reducing options for successful 
re-entry and prison diversion results in unnecessary incarceration, which in turn costs the state and 
localities millions in increased jail, prison and other criminal justice expenses  (Reentry Policy Center). 
Approximately 50 percent of people formerly convicted of a non-possession drug felony return to prison, 
with each individual costing California approximately $50,000 per year (CDCR; LAO).   

 

Re:  SB 283 (Hancock) 
Position:  Sponsor/Support 



 

If we expect people in recovery from drug addiction to become productive citizens and 
to reintegrate into society, we must ensure they have the same access to public support 
as other needy members of the community. To deny these federal benefits is to 
engender hunger, despondency and a return to drug use and, potentially, drug selling to 
support that costly habit.  This bill offers a modest yet important amount of relief  
 
For these and other reasons, the Drug Policy Alliance supports SB 283 and thanks you 
for authoring this important legislation. If we can be of further assistance, please contact 
me at (213) 382-6400 ext. 3 or our policy consultant Glenn Backes at 916-202-2538. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Lynne Lyman 
California State Director, Drug Policy Alliance 
 

cc: State Senator Leland Yee, Chair, Senate Human Service Committee 
Glenn Backes, Drug Policy Alliance (Co-Sponsor) 
Jessica Bartholow, Western Center on Law and Poverty (Co-Sponsor) 
Cathy Senderling, County Welfare Directors Association (Co-Sponsor) 

 


