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Cost of Marijuana Possession  
Arrests in NYC: $75 Million.  
What Would Your Group  
Do With $75 Million?             
 

 

Citations available upon request 

 
 
In March 2011, the Drug Policy Alliance and the Institute 
for Juvenile Justice Reform and Alternatives released a 
major report about the cost of marijuana possession 
arrests in NYC – at $75 million a year, the costs is quite 
high.  
 
DPA and IJJRA asked groups across NYC how they 
would like the City to spend $75 million, instead of 
arresting people for marijuana possession.  
 

Responses by NYC-based Organizations  
 
VOCAL New York  
Contact: Sean Barry  
Email: sean@vocal-ny.org 
Phone: (646) 373-3344 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, NYC should invest in preserving 
and strengthening safety net programs for low-income 
New Yorkers affected by HIV/AIDS, drug use and 
incarceration.  
-- $34 million: Prevent people living with HIV from ending 
up in the shelter system by expanding eligibility for the 
HIV/AIDS Services Administration (HASA) to include 
people with asymptomatic HIV.  
-- $20 million: Create employment opportunities for 
people who are being released from prisons and jails by 
launching a wage subsidy pilot project. Funded at that 
level, the project, which should be modeled after 
recommendations by the Independent Committee on 
Reentry and Employment, would generate an estimated 
2,000 jobs at $12/hour for 24 weeks. The program would 
fund non-profit community based organizations to place 
people who are formerly  
incarcerated in the areas of the state with highest rates 
of incarceration. CBOs funded through the program will 
partner with small businesses to negotiate terms of 
employment and make placements, and include 
safeguards to ensure new hires do not replace existing 
staff and that businesses do not cycle through 
employees. 
-- $8 million: Protect access to housing assistance, food 
stamps, Medicaid and other public benefits for low-
income people living with HIV/AIDS by restoring Mayor  

 
Bloomberg's elimination of one-third of HASA case 
worker positions.  
-- $6 million: Expand access to sterile syringes to prevent 
the spread of HIV and hepatitis C, and create low-
threshold opportunities to enter drug treatment.  
-- $5 million: Improve access to hepatitis C testing and 
treatment in low-threshold drug treatment programs, 
including syringe exchange programs and methadone 
programs. A majority of methadone patients and syringe 
exchange program participants have chronic hepatitis C, 
but most do not know their status or access medical care 
and treatment. -- $2 million: Restore funding for HASA-
contracted supportive housing case management that 
ensures formerly homeless people living with HIV/AIDS 
who have substance use and mental health issues 
remain stably housed. 
 
AFTER HOURS PROJECT 
Contact:  Fernando Soto 
Phone: (718) 249-0755 
Email: AfterHours748@aol.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, I would love to see additional 
mobile units to be able to provide mini clinics and 
supportive services throughout the five borough's 24/7. 
In addition, spending the rest of the money on hepatitis 
services and affordable housing for the most marginally 
populations in NYC would be my dream. 
 
ANTIRACIST ALLIANCE 
Contact:  Sandy Bernabei 
Phone: (212) 957-5305 
Email:  sandy.bernabei@gmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should spend $75 million 
dollars to bring the Undoing Racism® workshop to the 
NYC Child Welfare staff, parents and community 
stakeholders.  Ending racial disproportionality in Child 
Welfare is imperative, since it is a feeder to Juvenile 
Justice and Criminal Justice systems. 
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BAILEY HOUSE 
Contact: Gina Quattrochi 
Phone: 212.633-2500, ext 447 
Email:  RQBH@baileyhouse.org 
 

Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on:  
  
(1) supportive housing for homeless youth and adults; & 
2) replace federal funds for syringe exchange. 
 
BRANDON’S HOUSE 
Contact:  Rusti Miller-Hill   
Phone: (347) 885-5987 
Email: rustishouse@hotmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession:  
1. The money should be allocated for job training for 
adults and teenagers. Many of NYC students drop out of 
High School daily and do not possess the skills 
necessary to obtain entry level positions if we were to 
offer trainings they would become marketable thus 
reducing the rate of unemployment and over reliance on 
public assistance.  
2 . Low income housing for folks returning home from 
prison and drug treatment programs.  Many of these 
folks are forced to go into shelters and 3/4 houses that 
are not conducive to recovery and life changes that are 
necessary to become productive members of society. 
 
BROOKLYN DEFENDER SERVICES 
Contact: Lisa Schreibersdorf 
Phone: (718) 254-0700 
Email: lschreib@bds.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should fund residences 
for people with mental Illness; services for NYC’s 
immigrants, especially Haitians; and Youth programs.   
 
BRONX DEFENDERS 
Contact:  Kate Rubin 
Phone: (718) 838-7869 
Email:  kater@bronxdefenders.org 

 
The money should be invested into the South Bronx 
community itself rather than spending millions of dollars 
arresting residents of the Bronx.  The City should be 
putting the money back into our schools, hospitals, after 
school programs, libraries, truly affordable housing, 
social service agencies – all important investments for a 
stronger and more hopeful future for the people that live 
in this community. 
 
 
 
 
 

CAAAV: ORGANIZING ASIAN COMMUNITIES 
Contact: Helena Wong 
Phone: (718) 220-7391 
Email: hwong@caaav.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on preserving the social safety nets that makes for 
better, healthier families and communities: keeping 
housing affordable and livable, an education system that 
teaches all children regardless of the neighborhood they 
live in, training programs that place people in living wage 
jobs, just to name a few. 
 
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ALTERNATIVES 
Contact:  Marsha Weissman  
Phone:   (212) 691-1911 
Email: mweissman@communityalternatives.org 

 
With $75 million dollars, CCA would be able to both 
expand our services and provide new services that our 
clients need and want.  
For the young people we serve: create an educational 
enrichment and support program that would stem the 
"school-to-prison" pipeline that so many of our kids find 
themselves in: tutoring, hands on experiential learning, 
arts experiences, field trips, trips to colleges, paid work 
apprenticeships, leadership training and opportunities; 
 we could build/outfit/ develop a facility that would have 
all these activities, PLUS state of the art computer 
equipment and a respite center for kids and parents who 
need a break from each other, without having that 
"break" be a remand to a detention facility. These very 
opportunities and resources are the ways to keep young 
people from abusing marijuana, a better choice than 
arresting them and beginning a path deeper into the 
criminal justice system. 
 
For the adults we serve: expand our ATI programs so 
judges would have more choices than prison or jail; 
expand our civil restoration services so that people can 
get the help they need to correct the often erroneous 
criminal history records, and get the certificates they 
need to apply for jobs; expand our drug treatment 
programs; expand our employment programs; create an 
entrepreneur incubator program; build/outfit/develop a 
facility that would provide transitional housing for people 
leaving prisons and jails. 
 
CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS  
Contact: Ian Head 
Phone: (212) 614-6464 
Email: IHead@ccrjustice.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest New Yorkers for 
marijuana possession, the City should provide: 
-- More legal resources and better law libraries for New 
York prisoners. 
-- Free buses for families to visit loved ones in upstate 
prisons. 
-- Better medical care in New York jails and prisons. 

mailto:IHead@ccrjustice.org
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-- Free attorneys for immigrants facing detention and 
deportation. 
-- Money to subsidize low-income people facing 
foreclosure on their homes. 
-- Alternatives to Incarceration and drug rehabilitation 
programs. 
 
The City should be looking for ways to invest in our 
communities rather than the criminal justice system. 
 
CENTER FOR INTEGRATIVE PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR 
SUBSTANCE MISUSE 
Contact: Andrew Tatarsky, PhD 
Phone: (212) 633-8157 
Email: atatarsky@aol.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on a public education campaign about the evidence-
based risks associated with marijuana and other drug 
use and fund increased availability of quality 
psychotherapy and other treatment for those who want it. 
Arrests for marijuana possession, decriminalized in 1977, 
are unnecessarily devastating for these fellow citizens 
and do not address the risks associated with marijuana. 
Honest education and appropriate harm reduction 
treatment for those that need it are the most 
compassionate and effective approaches to reducing the 
harms associated with marijuana use.   
 
CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND - NEW YORK 
Contact: Jaime Koppel 
Phone: 212-697-2323 x 208   
Email: jkoppel@cdfny.org 

 
In a time when class sizes are increasing, we have 
almost twice as many police in our schools as 
counselors, and the average annual cost of incarcerating 
a youth in NYS is over $250,000 the Children’s Defense 
Fund – NY encourages NYC to redirect funds towards 
positive investments that build community infrastructures 
and empower community members. Specifically, instead 
of spending $75 million to arrest people for marijuana 
possession, the City should invest $75 million in 
programs and services that equip our children for 
success and support their parents. We encourage NYC 
to ensure that all children have access to high-quality 
education at all levels and positive youth development 
opportunities. Additionally, while services and programs 
can powerfully impact a child’s future, the adults in their 
lives are most often the most meaningful sources of care 
and guidance. To better support and empower parents, 
and thereby children, we must also invest in jobs 
creations and adult vocational and education programs.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITIWIDE HARM REDUCTION 
Contact: Robert Cordero 
Phone: (718) 292-7718 
Email: rcordero@citiwidehr.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
in creating meaningful job opportunities, increasing 
access to preventive care, and ensuring the availability of 
safe and affordable housing- especially in the forgotten 
outer boroughs. 
 
COMMUNITIES VOICES HEARD (CVH) 
Contact: Sondra Youdelman 
Phone: (212) 860-6001 
Email: sondra@CVHaction.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should:  
- expand the paid Transitional Jobs Program to all city 
agencies and job types, thereby eliminating the unpaid 
Work Experience Program (WEP) that welfare recipients 
are mandated to participate in.  Transitional jobs are 
time-limited, publicly subsidized jobs that combine real 
work, skill development, and support services to aid 
hard-to-employ populations in their path to unsubsidized 
employment.  Workers in such programs earn wages, 
like other workers, and often have access to additionally 
supportive services, job mentors, job search assistance, 
concert education, training, and job retention services.      
- Invest in career ladder training programs that move 
people from low-paid, low-benefit positions (like home 
health aides), into higher-paid, higher benefit positions 
(like nurses).  Currently the Licensed Practical Nurse 
program is only offered to 40 people per year and the 
Registered Nurse program to 30.  $75 million could 
dramatically expand the program, providing scholarships 
and supports for participants, so that we can both take 
lead on filling the health care personnel gap in our city 
and can provide good paying jobs to our workforce. 
- Create a centralized hiring and training center for public 
housing residents to get jobs on public housing capital 
contracts.  A federal regulation (Section 3) exists that 
encourages local Housing Authorities to hire from the 
communities within which work is being done when 
projects are funded through resources from the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
 While the regulation calls for 30% of new hires to be 
from the community, we'd like it to be 30% of hours 
worked...a much higher number of positions, since 
sometimes no new hires are brought on for a project.  In 
order to meet this goal, contractors ought to be required 
to meet these numbers and facilitated in doing so by the 
creation of a centralized training and hiring center where 
public housing residents could be both prepared and 
registered for employment on such projects. 
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COMMUNITY HEALTH ACTION OF STATEN ISLAND 
Contact:  Joshua Sippen 
Phone:  718-808-1368 
Email: joshua.sippen@chasiny.org  

 
Staten Island is New York’s foremost forgotten borough.  
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest New Yorkers for 
marijuana possession, we’d suggest new programming 
such as opening and operating a Health and Hospitals 
Corporation full service Diagnostic and Treatment Center 
clinic on Staten Island’s North Shore, where the 
incidence of drug use, poverty, infectious and 
environmental diseases are among the highest in the 
City, and the geographic and financial barriers to health 
care are great.  Staten Island also needs emergency, 
transitional and permanent housing for prison releasees, 
homeless youth (including discrete beds for homeless 
LGBT youth) and persons with AIDS, mental illness and 
other disabling conditions.  We’d also build on 
established programming:  increase disease prevention 
efforts, sterile syringe access, food for our budget-
strained families, and our youth and young adults need 
mentoring, quality education, and independent access to 
family planning and health care. 

 
CORPORATION FOR SUPPORTIVE HOUSING  
Contact: Diane Louard-Michel 
Telephone: 212-986-2966 x247 
Email: diane.louard-michel@csh.org 

 
The City should invest $75 million to self-fund a New 
York/New York IV supportive housing initiative to provide 
over 4,000 individuals and families access to affordable 
housing with services to support recovery from chemical 
addiction and other health disorders.  By helping people 
who are currently bouncing between our streets, 
shelters, jails and hospitals to move into housing, we can 
create smart alternatives to policing that save public 
money while building safer, healthier communities. 
 
CORRECTIONAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK 
Contact: Soffiyah Elijah 
Phone: (212) 254-5700 
Email: SElijah@correctionalassociation.org 

 
Jobs, education and counseling! In recognition of the fact 
that a core problem in NYC is the lack of employment 
opportunities for young people, particularly Black and 
Latino youth, the money saved should be invested in 
sustainable jobs and job training. In addition the City’s 
education system has historically failed Black and Latino 
youth, witness the deplorable high school graduation 
rates. These young people are no less intelligent or 
deserving than their white suburban counterparts. The 
City should invest the money saved in more culturally 
competent teachers and administrators so the classroom 
size can be reduced and thereby create real and 
manageable learning opportunities.  The money saved 
can be spent providing teachers with enrichment tools 
and opportunities for their students. The City can spend 
the money on quality educational and vocational 

instruction for people held in its jails. The money can be 
spent on diversion programs and alternatives to 
incarceration and detention. The money can be spent on 
housing and life skills training for young people who “age 
out” of foster and group homes. The money should also 
be spent on programs designed to assist families of 
people re-entering the community after incarceration. In 
short, $75 million is not enough to address the needs 
identified, but it would help. 
 
EXPONENTS 
Contact:  Howard Josepher 
Phone: (212) 243-3434 
Email: hjosepher@exponents.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, NYC should give Exponents 
some of that money so we could open a drop-in-center 
and help more people who are coming out of prison or 
struggling with drug addiction or having difficulty staying 
in recovery. We could also help more people who have 
chronic health conditions like HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis 
and mental health conditions like depression. Instead of 
arresting people for getting high, Exponents could teach 
them why they get high and show them alternative and 
better ways of how to take care of themselves. We would 
also create more housing for recently incarcerated and 
homeless people. 
 
FAITH MISSION CRISIS HOUSE 
Contact:  Maurice Lacey       
Phone:(718) 322-3455 
Email:  modollo@aol.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest:  
-- $20 Million to provide Undoing Racism workshops in 
each borough to Judges, Lawyers, DA's , NYPD, and 
community member and leaders.$5 million in grants to 
local universities and agencies to research the collateral 
damage on Marijuana arrest in NYC. 
-- $10 Million to educate teachers, parents, children and 
youth in Public school system from a Public Health 
Model.  
-- $15 Million create a fund to undo the legal damage of 
criminal record from marijuana arrest. 
-- $5 million to establish a Watchdog Agency with the 
"People Institute Analysis" agency to monitor the criminal 
justice system actions towards marijuana and other 
drugs.  
-- 15 million to establish a paid stipend training program 
for 5000 youth to become leading advocates/voices 
against marijuana arrest and other criminal justice 
problems in NYC. 
--$5 Million to establish a Think Tank to study, discuss, 
and disseminate information to the community and power 
brokers about the impact of marijuana laws and use. 
 
 
 

mailto:joshua.sippen@chasiny.org
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FIVE BOROUGH DEFENDERS 
Contact: Renate Lunn 
Telephone: (718) 360-7696 
Email:   RenateLunn@gmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
in reducing teacher layoffs or increasing police officers' 
salaries to offset the loss in overtime pay that would 
come with reduced marijuana arrests. 
 
THE FORTUNE SOCIETY 
Contact: Glenn Martin 
Phone: (212) 691-7554 x206 
Email: gmartin@fortunesociety.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession offenses, the City should invest 
these funds in The Fortune Society and other members 
of the NYC ATI and Reentry Coalition to expand its 
nationally known and highly effective network of 
Alternative to Incarceration programs.  These programs 
have been critical to the State’s success in 
simultaneously reducing crime, reducing the prison 
population and saving taxpayer dollars.  The contrast 
between NYS and other large states is dramatic.  NYS 
has the lowest crime rate of the largest states and by far 
the lowest incarceration rate: as of January 1, 2010, 
California’s prison population was 169,413, Texas 
171,249 people, and Florida 103,915, while New York’s 
prison population was 58,648.  In tough economic time, 
we should be investing limited criminal justice resources 
in what works: ATI works. 
 
FROST'D/HARLEM UNITED 
Contact: Emma Roberts 
Phone: (212) 924-3733 
Email: eroberts@frostd.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on:  
1. expanding Harm Reduction and syringe access 
program.  
2. Increased support for people with HCV.  
3. Increased supported housing such as NY NY 3  
 
At the moment with all the budget cuts this would be a 
great way for them to prevent cuts to valuable services 
like ours. 
 
HARM REDUCTION COALITION 
Contact: Daniel Raymond 
Phone: cell - (646) 283-8929   
Email: raymond@harmreduction.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, it could fund overdose prevention. 
Nearly 8,000 New Yorkers have died from overdose over 
the last decade, and unintentional drug overdose is the 
third leading cause of death among New Yorkers aged 

25 to 34. In New York City, one out of every ten 
hospitalizations is related to drug use. Overdose is 
preventable, through a combination of community 
education, drug treatment, and distribution of naloxone (a 
medication that reverses opioid overdoses). Indeed, 
community-led overdose prevention efforts are starting to 
pay off: overdose deaths have started to decline since 
peaking in 2006. But much more could be done, if we 
directed resources away from unproductive arrests and 
towards real prevention of real drug-related harms. 
 
HUMAN SERVICES COUNCIL 
Contact: Allison Sesso 
Phone: (212) 836-1127 
Email: sessoa@humanservicescouncil.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, these funds should be invested in 
re-entry services. 
 
INSTITUTE FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM & 
ALTERNATIVES 
Contact: Kyung Ji Kate Rhee 
Phone: 718-502-8854 
Email: krhee@ijjra.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on conducting and providing training and technical 
assistance to neighborhood based organizations and city 
agencies (prioritizing community districts with the highest 
youth and adult incarceration rate) servicing youth on 
topics such as positive youth development (how to 
assess existing programs for positive youth development 
practice); alternative to incarceration development 
training (organizational development 101 for community-
based organizations and groups for becoming a locally 
based ATI); employment development initiatives for your 
neighborhood; gang intervention program development; 
how to conduct community mapping for resource 
identification and development; social entrepreneurship 
training for youth and young adults; drug education for 
youth for schools and community agencies; civic 
participation 101 for youth under the age of 18.  There 
are 53 community boards in NYC.  If we allotted just $1 
million per community board for these trainings and 
technical assistance, such a plan would be feasible.   
 
LEGAL ACTION CENTER 
Contact: Tracie Gardner     
Phone: 212-243-1313 
Email: tgardner@lac.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should make a serious 
investment in alternatives to incarceration and reentry 
programs. With a fraction of $75 million, ATI and reentry 
programs are an integral component of the NYC criminal 
justice system and have helped make the city safer, 
reduced recidivism, and saved taxpayer money. The 
results have been impressive: people involved in the 
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criminal justice system who went through one of the City 
supported programs had over an 80 percent chance of 
staying out of the system. With more resources, the 

results can be even more dramatic. 
 
LEGAL AID SOCIETY 
Contact: William Gibney 
Phone: 212-577-3419 
Email: wdgibney@legal-aid.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on after school programs, drug education and prevention 
programs, and drug treatment programs.    
 
LOWER EAST SIDE HARM REDUCTION CENTER 
Contact: Raquel Algarin 
Phone: (212) 226-6333  
Email: Raquel@leshrc.org 

 
With $75 million, we would definitely invest in programs 
that reach as many people/families as possible, 
including:  
1. Job Development Center 
2. Job Training 
3 .Half-Way Housing 
4. Training Institute for Providers of Social Services, 
Physicians, etc on how to work with Substance Users 
5. Educational Programs for Youth  
6. Alternative to Incarceration Agencies 
 
MAKE THE ROAD NEW YORK 
Contact: Oona Chatterjee 
Phone: (718) 418-7690 
Email: oona.chatterjee@maketheroadny.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, NYC should invest $75 million in 
preventing cuts to NYC's public schools and providing 
critically needed legal services and adult literacy 
programs in the city's immigrant communities. 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PREGNANT WOMEN 
Contact: Katherine McCabe 
Phone: (212) 255-9252 
Email: kfm@advocatesforpregnantwomen.org 

 
Rather than spend millions upon millions on arresting 
and incarcerating people for marijuana possession, the 
National Advocates for Pregnant Women would like to 
see more funding directed towards preventing and or 
lessening the social conditions of that are intrinsically 
linked to mass incarceration, over-policing and 
widespread injustice in the criminal justice system.  An 
alternative to increased spending on criminalization and 
incarceration would be investing in public education so 
that its young people may become well-educated, critical 
thinkers with the tools to challenge prejudice and 
misinformation in general, and specifically about 
pregnant women and drug users. Just as treating 
misdemeanor marijuana possession as a crime wastes 

scarce resources, treating drug use in pregnancy as a 
crime undermines the health of both women and 
children. Like other applications of the war on drugs, the 
punishment of pregnant women targets vulnerable, low-
income, communities of color and people with the least 
access to health care and legal defense. 
 
NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
Contact: Candis Toliver 
Email: ctolliver@nyclu.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million on illegal, discriminatory 
marijuana arrests, the City should spend the $75 million 
on investing in youth instead of criminalizing them!   
 

 Hire 1,102 of guidance counselors. Guidance 

Counselors are committed to the education and 
emotional development of all students by providing 
services that address academic, personal/social, and 
career and post-secondary development.  (In the 
2008-2009 school year there were 5,249 school safety 
agents (SSAs) in New York City’s public schools. That 
same year, there were only 3,152 guidance counselors 
in New York City schools.) 

 Hire 1,596 parent coordinators.  In 2002, the Mayor 

and Chancellor created the position of “Parent 
Coordinator” to ensure there was someone in each 
school directly responsible for supporting families. 
Parent Coordinators are the first people families 
contact when they have questions or concerns about 
their children's schools. . In 2011, 66 parent 
coordinators were laid off. 

 Hire 1,172 family workers. In 2011, 82 family workers 

were laid off.  The family workers provide: counseling, 
conflict mediation and resiliency building, alternatives 
to violence and gangs, attendance monitoring, school 
dropout monitoring, youth suicide prevention and 
intervention, crisis intervention and child and family 
advocacy 

 Hire 1,071 public school teachers. An investment in 

teachers is an investment in our youth. Teachers give 
students the knowledge and skills they need to be 
effective learners and contributing members of the 
community.   

 Operate 288 additional school based health 
centers (SBHC).  Primarily located in areas with 

limited access to health care services, school based 
health centers provide on-site primary care to 
students. Research shows that schools with a SBHC 
have a significant decrease in absenteeism as well as 
fewer hospitalizations and trips to the emergency 
room.  NYC currently has only 123 SBHCs in all five 
boroughs – there are 5001 New York City Public 
schools  
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NEW YORK HARM REDUCTION EDUCATORS 
Contact: Carolina Lopez 
Phone: 718-842-2589 
Email: clopez@nyhre.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, $75 million could: 
-- House the homeless. 
-- Feed the hungry, and fund a sustained effort to bring 
healthful, affordable, regionally grown foods to low-
income communities. 
--Pay for textbooks and teachers and after-school 
programs.  
-- Pay the court fees of many wrongly charged “indigent” 
defendants.  No more civil judgments. 
-- Fund Heroin Assisted Treatment trials. 
-- Build a community clinic providing quality healthcare, 
treatment and social services and house a safe injection 
facility to low-income drug users and street-based sex 
workers  
-- Provide the start-up money for a cooperative 
entrepreneurial venture run by low-income drug users 
and sex workers. 
-- Fund a community center for people who use drugs 
and engage in sex work that provides an opportunity to 
pursue art, dance, spiritual practices that are culturally 
relevant and other activities that provide meaning, a 
sense of belonging, improved quality of life and the social 
connectedness that helps people stabilize their lives. 
 
PEER DELIVERY SYRINGE EXCHANGE NETWORK 
Contact: Hiawatha Collins 
Phone: (347)684-8484 
Email: Hiawatha.collins@gmail.com  

 
We want to be very explicit – The City is spending $75 
million to arrest people for marijuana possession, and 
instead they should spend $75 million on Prevention, 
Education and Advocacy around Hepatitis, if the 
Government is allowing a company to charge anywhere 
from $44,000 to $70,000 for treatment and these same 
companies are not paying taxes then the city must give 
back to those who are going to be must impacted and 
those are the people we serves, the low to no income 
former or active drug user, minority person of color 
mostly, transgender, the list goes on but we general are 
the ones that society has cast to the side, changes do 
not come until many have died when all that had to be 
done was simply care and be a human being with your 
heart first not your profit margin. 
 
POSITIVE HEALTH PROJECT 
Contact:  Amu Ptah 
Phone: (212) 465-8304 
Email: aptah@phpnyc.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, Positive Health Project would 
open a harm reduction outpatient drug treatment 
program (be the bridge between syringe exchange 
programs and drug treatment) and seed a foundation 

dedicated to funding syringe exchange programs in NYC 
(the city ought to invest more in helping us save lives; 
and funding harm reduction activities is not a high priority 
in philanthropy). 
 
QUEERS FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE  
Contact: Amber Hollibaugh 
Telephone: (212) 564.3608 
Email: amber@q4ej.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest for marijuana 
possession, the City should invest $75 million on housing 
options that are neither racist nor homophobic, 
healthcare programs that don’t leave a person out 
because they are too poor or too queer, employment 
programs that offer a living wage and actively hire 
lesbians, gay men, transgender and bisexual people. 
 Queers for Economic Justice exists because LGBTQ 
people are a part of the communities who this Mayor 
targets or leaves behind. Put the money where it’s most 
needed, building programs in New York that serve and 
support communities of color, of which we are a part. 
 
REALITY HOUSE 
Contact:  Onaje Mu'id 
Phone: (212) 281-6004 
Email:  onajemuid@aol.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should use the 75 million 
of dollars to open up after school and weekend centers 
to teach the history of this country through the Undoing 
Racism Workshop of the People's Institute of Survival 
and Beyond, and assist young people in building 
leadership for a more equitable NYC which includes 
youth at every level of decision making. 
 
NORML WOMEN'S ALLIANCE 
Contact: Carina Cialini 
Phone:(305) 586-6727 
Email: ccialini@gmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
toward alleviating current budget cuts, specifically on 
school systems. In addition, the NYPD needs to re-direct 
the focus of their arrests toward crimes that pose a 
serious threat to the safety of our citizens, youth and 
families. 
 
ST. ANNE'S CORNER OF HARM REDUCTION 
Contact: Bart Majoor 
Phone: (718) 585-5544 
Email:  bmajoor@sachr.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
to:  
1. Invest in the re-building of a strong working/middle 
class among the poor and formerly incarcerated.  How? 
 Bring back the Trades with free, no-cost training, i.e., 
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carpentry, plumbing, electricians, bakers, brick layers, 
ironworks; nursing and health-affiliated one and two year 
programs; Green Jobs.  
2. Bring internet/WiFi access to the poor and formerly 
incarcerated.   
3. Pay down/eliminate the parking/driving violations of 
the poor and formerly incarcerated. 
 
STREETWORKS PROJECT OF SAFE HORIZONS 
Contact:  John Welch 
Phone: (212) 695-2220 
Email:  JWelch@SafeHorizon.org 

 
Currently NYC is willing to provide shelter beds for only 
about 10% of street homeless young adults, according to 
the most recent homeless youth count sponsored by city 
council.  Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people 
for marijuana possession, we suggest investing in an 
adequate youth shelter system including emergency, 
transitional and permanent supportive housing for youth 
who live on the streets, in the subway, and in jail. 
 
 
STUDENTS FOR SENSIBLE DRUG POLICY -- 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY  
Contact: Katharine Celentano 
Phone: (914) 420 2525  
Email: katharinec@gmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, the City should invest $75 million 
on higher education scholarships. 
 
STUDENTS FOR SENSIBLE DRUG POLICY – NYU 
Contact: Lizzy Kinnard 
Phone: (203) 217-5489 
Email: Enk229@nyu.edu 
 

As NYU students, we would use part of the $75 million to 
improve NYC public schools with the lowest rates of 
college readiness and enrollment. Funding would also go 
to fund art and music education programs and rehire 
public works employees that have been laid off during 
the recession. We would increase access to social work 
and mental health services in NYC for everyone, as well 
as provide additional resources to those affected by 
addiction. Finally, we would reinvest some of that money 
into green technology research to more efficiently use 
energy.  
 
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS CORNER PROJECT 
Contact: Jaime Favaro 
Phone: (212) 923-7600 
Email: stuckintheverse@gmail.com 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, WHCP would fund HIV 
prevention, syringe exchange, preventative medical care 
and mental health care for homeless, affordable housing 
for individuals living with HIV/AIDS, alternatives to 
incarceration programs for youth, and post-incarceration 

programs for ex-offenders including job training and 
placement. 
 
 
WOMEN ON THE RISE TELLING HerSTORY (WORTH)  
Contact: Tina Reynolds 
Phone: (917) 626-8168 
Email: reynolds@womenontherise-worth.org 

 
Instead of spending $75 million to arrest people for 
marijuana possession, Worth would: 
 
1. Train formerly incarcerated people who are 
transitioning out of prison viable leadership and reentry 
skills.   
2. Paid Internships with established organizations - that 
make a commitment to hiring the sisters at the 
conclusion of the internship. 
3. Establish a program that provides low cost business 
loans to sister's that have viable business plans. 
4. Create an Advocacy Training Program/Mentoring 
Program/Leadership Development Program 
5. Create a healthy Family Reunification Program 
6. Open a residency which would generate income and 
provide temporary housing with preparation for 
permanent independent housing for the Sisters coming 
home. 
7. Transportation for children to visit with their mothers, 
specifically, but not limited to Albion Correctional Facility. 
8. Reinvest in the communities where formerly 
incarcerated people have been displaced 
9. Develop viable programs that meet the real life needs 
of those returning home and their communities 
10. Develop employment, education opportunities for 
youth 
11. Develop programs to develop community 
responsibility for the development of safety plans and 
address over reliance on police 
12. Voters education 
13. Develop permanent Housing for formerly 
incarcerated people and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


