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Harsh and Ineffective Criminal Penalties Waste Taxpayer Dollars and Weaken Communities  

Over the last three decades, New Jersey’s prison population has grown at a staggering rate, increasing 
from around 6,000 to more than 20,000.  At the same time the corrections budget has skyrocketed from 
$77 million a year to over $1 billion a year. 
 
The overuse of incarceration tears apart vulnerable families and communities and permanently excludes 
large segments of the population from gainful participation in the workforce.  Individuals with a prison 
record earn 30 to 40 percent less than those without one—if they can find jobs at all—and are often 
unable to support themselves or their families.  These unfair and ineffective policies excessively impact 
New Jersey’s already marginalized communities.  While African Americans and Latinos make up less 
than 30 percent of the state’s population, they account for more than 80 percent of those incarcerated. 
 
It costs our state about $50,000 a year to incarcerate one person and New Jersey spends more than 
$300 million annually just to imprison individuals for nonviolent drug offenses.  Not only is prison 
expensive, it may also have the unintended consequence of hardening low-risk offenders.  At a time 
when the state and municipalities are laying off police officers, firefighters and teachers and cutting 
essential education, health and community programs, we cannot afford this wasteful and ineffective 
criminal justice spending. 
 
A Growing Consensus: The System Is Broken and We Need New Solutions  

As with any government program, the corrections system must be held accountable for achieving results 
and using taxpayer money wisely.  Elected officials, judges, prosecutors, criminal justice experts and 
advocates from across the political spectrum are speaking out against ineffective and costly policies for 
nonviolent offenses and calling for the adoption of more appropriate penalties and alternatives to 
incarceration.  To fix New Jersey’s broken criminal justice system, the New Solutions Campaign promotes 
policies that prioritize fiscal responsibility, increase public safety and reduce recidivism.   
 
The Campaign is currently advocating for three important pieces of legislation: 

 Senate Bill 895 / Assembly Bill 2182 will streamline the parole system by allowing nonviolent 
offenders to be released on their first parole eligibility date provided that they have committed no 
serious disciplinary infractions and participated in rehabilitation programs while incarcerated.  

 Assembly Bill 2068 will legalize, tax and regulate marijuana like alcohol for adults. 

 The Community Safety and Fair Sentencing Act restores judicial discretion to waive the harsh 
mandatory sentencing enhancement for certain repeat drug offenders.  

The Campaign led the successful fight for historic bail reform and will also be supporting its effective 
implementation: 

 New Jersey’s comprehensive bail reform law (S946/A1910) goes into effect in January 2017. 
Doing so will create a fairer, safer and more cost effective bail system by allowing the supervised 
pretrial release of low-risk individuals who do not threaten the security of their communities. This 
important reform prioritizes public safety and encourages fiscal responsibility while strengthening 
families and communities. 

Together We Can Create a Fairer and More Effective System and Save Taxpayer Money! 

                Executive Summary 
           

New Solutions Campaign 

Promoting Fair & Effective Criminal Justice • Strengthening Families & Communities 

 

 


